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Y Pray with the Spirit, and I will Pray 
with the Under/landing alſo: I will Sing 
with. the Spirit, and 1 will Singwith the 
. Under flanding alſo. 


| HESE Words in their 6rft and ſtricteſt 
ſente, relate to thoſe Gifts of Inſpiration, which 
the primitive Church enjoyed : the Holy Ghoſt 
then frequently enabling many Members of it, 
beſides the Apoltles, to Sprat in Tongues, 
which they never learned, the wonderful Works 
of Ged ; (a) and dictating ro them Petitions 
and Praiſes fitted to their Circumſtances. But 
as the ordinary Gifts of Heaven to Mankind 
>» are 
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are left to be managed according to the Dif- 
cretion of thoſe, who enjoy them: ſo the di- 
vine Wiſdom preſerved an uniformity of Con- 
dug, and kept te the fame Rule, in reſpeR of 
extraordinary ones, The Spirits of the Prophets, 
as the Apoſtle tells us, ver. 32, were ſubjed to 
the Prophets. It was in their Choice, when they 
would uſe the Power of Speaking with diverſe 
]ongves : and on what Occaſion they would 
produce the Pravers and Hymns, with which 
they were inſpired. In this, (and no wonder,) 
they did not all of them judge prudently: their 
thankful Zeal to publiſh thele miraculous Fa- 
vours, and perhaps à too great, but very na- 
tural, Self. Complacency in being poſſeſſed of 
fuch remarkable Pririledges, prompting ſome 
of them ſo:netimes to give Demonſtration of it 
n tFeir Aſſemblies, when few or none were pre- 
ſent, who underſtood the Language they ſpoke; 
in which Cafe the Exerciſe of their Endow- 
ments was only a Higdrance to the ſtated, und 
though leſs admired, yet moſt uſeful Devotions 
and Inſtruttions of the Congregation in their na 
tive Dialet, And therefore St. Panl, in the 
tu ge Spirit of Chriſtianity, reproves this Oſten · 
tation: reminds them, hat the Gift of Tongues 
was Jehgned 10 convince Uabelicvers by a ſca- 
ſonable Ule of it, not to provoke their Scorn, 
or bring Diſorder into the Church, by an un- 
reaſonable one ; that the other Gift of Prophe- 
lying. Teaching Men their Chriſtian Duty, and 
exhorting them to the Practice of it, (for this 

| the 
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the Word means here, and this the Fewwifb 
Prophets made their chief Buſineſs,) was a 
much more valuable Thing, than that of 
Speaking to them, or to God, in Languages 
known to few of them ; which therefore they 
ſhould do modeſtly and ſparingly ; never in- 
deed, but when the Speaker, or ſome one pre- 
ſent, was able to interpret what he ſaid fo 
readily and properly, as might edify the Hear- 
ers; for their conſtant Endeavour ould be to 
exert the Powers of this Kind, which the Holy 
Ghoſt had beſtowed on them, rationally and 
diſcreetly, ſo as to inform and improve others. 
I will Pray with the Spirit, and I will Pray 
with the Under ſtanding alſo : I will Sing with 
the Spirit, and I will Sing with the Underfland- 
ing alſo : that is, Every Perſon endowed with 
ſupernatural Abilities, of this or any other 
Sort, was to think himſelf bound to employ 
them in ſo direct a Manner, that all-around 
bim might be inſtructed and benefued, as much 
as poſſible. 


This, you will find on carefully Reading 
it, is the Meaning of the Text, and of the 
Chapter jn which it occurs. And the whole 
ſhews, both the Truth of extraordinary and 
m.raculous Gifts ar the Time; (tor had they 
not been real, no Directions about them could 
have been wanted, or could have been given;) 
and alſo the admirable Wiſdam and genuine 
Goodneſs of the Apoſtle, in which. we _ 
we 
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well preſume the reft to have been like bim. 
He permitted not theſe Accompliſhments, 
wonderful and ſhining as they were, to interfere 
with the plain Rules of Order and Edification ; 
or to be at all ſet on « Level with the humble 
Virtue of Chriftian Charity, doing good to Men 
from Love of God, Now ſuch Things as theſe 
are great Confirmations of our holy Religion 
and do it great Honour. 


But though the firſt and immediate Meaning 
of the Text be what I have now explained ; 
a more general laſtruction, and applicable to 
every Age of the Church, may be juſtly drawn 
ſrom it. The fame divine Comforter, who in- 
ſpired the Devotions of Believers then, influ- 
ences their Hearts in the Performance of them 
now: the ſame Duty of uſing due Precautions 
to make the Service of the Church intelligible, 
which the Apoſtle preſſed ſo ſtrongly in his own 
Time, equally ſubſiſts in ours: And therefore 
the Words which I have read to you, com- 
prehend two Points of Doctrine, as needful at 
preſent as ever they were. 


I. That good Chriſtians are aſſiſled by the 
Holy Ghoſt in offering up their Petitions and 
Praiſes. I will Pray with the Spirit : I will 
Sing with the Spirit. 


II. Taz we ſhould be very ſolicitows 


_ rightly to apprehend the Senſe and Fitneſs of | 
what 
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what we ſay and do in Gods Worſhip. 7 will 
Pray, I will Sing, with the Under landing alſo. 


I. That good Chriftians are affiſted by the 
Holy Ghoſt in offering up their Petitions and 
Praiſes to their Heavenly Father. The Spirit 
of Ged hath firiven (5) with bad Perſons, 
therefore doubileſs effeQtually operated on pious 
ones, from the Beginning of the World. The 
Pſalmiſt, on his falling imo Sin, prays that 
God would nt take his Holy Spirit from him. (c) 
And more eſpecially, God promiſes, in the Pro- 
phet Zechariah, thai he will pour on his People 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplication. (4) In the 
New Teſtament we are told, that if any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his: (e) 
that the Spirit belpeth our Infirmities in Prayer, 
making Interceſſion for us: (F) that we are ts 
Pray always with all Prayer and Supplication in 
the Spirit, (g) and Praying in the Holy Ghoft 
to keep ourſelves in the Love of God. (b) 


But though it be undeniable, that the Holy 


Spirit, who indeed excites us to, and bs us for, 


every Duty, doth not withhold his Inflaencies 
in this: yet how far they extend, is Matter of 
Diſpute ; and particularly between thoſe who 

x diſapprove. 


r 
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(5) Gen. vi. 3. (c) Pſalm LI. 11. () Zech. 
xii. 10. (e) Rom. viii. 3. (7) ver. 26, 
(g) Epb. vi. 18. (5) Jude I. 21. 
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diſapprove, Liturgies or Forms of Prayer. 
And wliich are in the Right, it ſhall be rhe 
principa! Buſineſs of this Diſcourſe to fhew : 
not with Intention to raiſe in you either Hatred 
or Contempt ot any, who Diſſent from our 
Church on that Head, (God forbid!) but only 
to make you more ſenſible of the Propriety and 
Advantages of the Way you are in; and in- 
cline you to that proportionable Improvement 
by it, which God will expect. 


Some then apprehend, that there is fuch a 
Gift or Spirit ct Prayer, beſtowed by the Holy 
Ghoſt on true Chriſtians, and peculiarly on all 
that are worthy to be Miniſters of Gods Word, 
as enables them to addreſs themſelves to Hea- 
ven, on all Occaſions, copiouſly and ſuitably, 
in unpremeditated Words of their own : which 


they think ought not to be refirained by ap- 
pointing Forms, even ſor the publick Uſe of 
Congregations. And ſometimes the Text is 
quoted in Support of this Opinion. But plain- 
ty, fo far as it relates to Words, it relates to 
Words inſpired ; to which, in the tri Senſe, 
but ſew of theſe Perſons themſelves lay any 
Claim ; for indeed it would be equaHing their 
own Compoſitions to the holy Jo . And 
excepting this miraculous Giff of inſpired 
Prayer, the Word of God menſſons no Gift of 
ready Expreſſion in Prayer ; nor bave we the 
leaſt Ground to conſider it a4 coming from 
above, ary otberwiſe than as good Gift, 

I every 
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every natoral Ability, which God hath con- 
— — and every Improrement, which 
us to make by our own Induſtry, i 
— (5) For evidently this Talent is 
one of that Sort: depending, partly on the 
Fluency of Speech, to which People are born, 
partly on the Art and Diligence, which they 
wie to increaſe it ; and varying as their Health 
and Spirits vary. Nor therefore is there any 
more harm in reſtraining 'this Faculty, if good 
Reaſons require it, thao in reſtraining any 


+ other, Even the extraordivary Gifts of the. 


Spirit, you have ſeen, were frequently pat 
under ſome Reſtraints : much more then may 
one of our ordinary Powers. Aud they who 
caH it limiting and fining the Spirit, have no 
Seryprure Warrant, either for the Phraſe or the 
Thing which they underſtand by it. Nay, 
ſuppoſimg the Holy Ghoſt did ever fo peculiar- 
ly aſſiſt in diQtating the Words of Prayer, why 
ſhould we not think him as hkely to have 
aſſiſted in the drawing up of the efabliſhed 
Forms, as in the extempore performances of 
thoſe who rejett Forms, and truſt to the ſud- 
den Dictates of their own Fancy? 


The Spirit of Prayer and Praying in or by the 
Spirit are indeed Scripture Terms: but fo far 
as they belong to the prefent Age, they ſignify, 
not, being furniſhed with variety of Phraſes in 
_Prayer 


—ê 


(i) James i. 17 
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Prayer, but à more valuable Bleſſing, having 
religious AﬀeQions breathed into us by the Holy 
Ghoſt for the Exereiſe of this Duty. And quench- 
ing the Spirit (k) in the only Senſe, which can be 
applied to us, means extinguiſhing ſuch Aﬀec- 
tions, by indulging Sin, or ſuffering them to die 
away through Negligence, God is no more 
delighted with Change of Expreſſions, than 
win a Repetition of the fame ; nor will ever 
be weary of a drvout Soul, for want of new 
Language. Common Reafon pronounces this : 
and the Bible confirms it. We find ſeveral 
Forms of Prayer, preſcribed on ſeveral occafi- 
ons in the Law of Moſes (1) We find afterwards 
= whole Book of Forms, the Pſalms of Devid. 
We find our Saviour frequenting tbe Jewiſh Sy- 
nagogues wh1ch conſtamly uſed a Form, and a 
very mean one. We find him enjoining his Diſ- 
ciples a Form of his own compoſiag tor them: 
When ye pray. ſay Our Father, (m) and fo on. 
Nay, at the very Lime, when the Gift of in- 
fpired Prayer was common, there is a flrong 
Appearance in the fourth Chapter of the Ade, 
that the Apoftl-s and their followers uſed a 
Form, there ſet dan. For bow elle could 
they litt up their Voice and fay it with one Ar- 

cord, 
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(#) x Thef. v. 19 () Numb. vi 22. 23. &c. 
x. 35 36. Deut. xxi. 7. 8. zxvt. 13. 
(] Luke xi. 2. 
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cord, us ver. 24, aſſures us they did. Proba- 
bly the very next Age aſter them praQiced this 
Method of public Worſhip, at leaſt in « good 
Meaſure : and for more than 1400 Years paſt 
it hath been without Queſtion almoſt univerſal. 
ly the only one. There is vot at this Day a 
Chriſtian Church in the World, but what uſes 
in part of their Service, if not throughout it, 
Forms of human Compoſition ; excepting that 
of Scotland, which had one immediately upon 
the Reformation, though it afterwards fel] into 
Diſuſe ; and the diſſenters from our own, who, 
notwithſtanding, many of them, ſing in their a- 
ſemblies Hymns that are Forms of Human 
Compoſition, without Scruple. Yet if extem- 
pore Prayers be required, extempore Praiſes 
are ſo too. For it is equally ſaid, 7 will pray 
with the Spirit, and, I will ing with the Spi- 
ret. 


It may be replied indeed, that ſuppoſing 
Forms of Prayer lawful, they are not bowever 
expedient. But if that be all, ſo long as the 
vaſtly greater, and the ruling part think other- 
wiſe, ought not the reſt to acquieſce ? Is it 
not much leſs expedient 40 make « Seperation 
and Diviſion in the Church, when Ctrift and 
his Apoſtles have ſo ſtrongly preſcribed Unity 
and Submiſſion ?. 


But why are Forms of Prayer unexpedient? 
I: is argued, that they cannot be alteredaccord- 
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ing to Circumftances, which extermpore Prayers 
| may. And with reſpect ta private Devotion 
| the Argument is ſo far of Weight, that though 
even in this, Forms well choſen are excellent 
Directions, yet no one ſhould confine himſelf 

cloſely to them, when bis Condition, Spiritual 

or Temporal, requires him to depart from them: 

but ſhould omit, or add, or vary, as he per- 

ceives Occafion ; in which he may well hape, 

that God's Holy Spirit will guide him, ſo fac 

as is needful. But the Circumſtances of whale 
Congregations, taken together, are in the 

Main almoſt always the fame : and therefore . 

may be expreſſed in the Game words. Beides 

public Offices make « ſtated proviſion for the 

more uſual Accidents that happen: and public 
Authority provides for the reſt occaſionally, 

fram Time to Time, Indeed an eſtabliſhed Li- 

turgy doth not allow the Caſes of private Per- 

ſons or Families, or the Situation, real or ſup- 

poſed, of national Affairs, to be enlarged on 

to God, at the Diſcretion of the Minifter : z 
Thing never neceflary, and ſeldom proper. It 

is very ſufficient, that they who deſire the 

reſt of the Aﬀembly to join with' them in Peti- 

tions or Thankſgivings on fit Subjects, relating 

to themſelves, have opportunity afforded them 

of ſignifying their Defire: and that general Ex- 
preſſions in the Service may be applied more 
eſpecially to particular Purpoles by each Mem- 

ber in his own Mind, as he conceives there is 

Need, If theſe Things. be carefully done, * 

| | Forms 
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Forms of Prayer will be found not ſo often de- 


feftive perhaps in the Matter of uncommon _ 


and extraordinary Wants or Mercies as extem- 
pore Prayers in what is far more neceſſary, ex- 
preſſing common and ordinafy ones. 


But ſome inſiſt, that whatever may be ſaid, 
they experience, that Forms do not edify, and 
excite Devotion. And this may be” rrue, 
while they are unaccuſtomed to them, and 
come with Prejudice ' againſt them.” But 
would they make Tryal of them for ſome 
Time, with a ferious Endeavour of receiving 
Benefit from them, tbey would not fail to find 
that true Spirit of Piecy raifed by them in their 
ern Hearts, of which we hope they would 
ſee many Inſtances in their Fellow-worſhipers. 
It is trus « Form both not afford the Enter- 
tainment of Novelty. But that hath nothing 
to do with Devotion. The Hearer may be 
highly delighted, the Speaker highly admiced : 
and all this may be mere Amuſement of the 
Fancy, and no Prayer in realty offered up by 
him who is beſt pleaſed with it. What alone de- 
ſerves that Name, is a reverent Application 
to God, from a deep Senſe of our Neceſſities 
and Bleſſings, and His Power and Goodneſs : 
which a Form deliberately precompoſed by 
the joint Counſels of a Number of Perſons, 


whom the Public Wiſdom hath choſen for that 


End, is ſurely more likely borh to excite, and 
to expreſs ficly, than the hafty Produce of 
B cach 
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each private Miniſter's Invention : eſpecially. 


as he is expected by his People to vary even 
this continually, though it be for the worſe. 


One Man will doubtleſs excell another in 
this Way : and ſome perhaps may, really or 
ſeemingly, ſurpaſs at ſome Time the Public 
Forms. But what Multitudes would there 
be, who through Inability, Careleſſneſs, 
Want of Memory, Diftdence or Imprudence 
would fall vaſtly ſhort of them, were every 
Miniſter in the Nation to uſe, every Time he 
| officiates, a new Prayer of his own deviſing 
upon the Spot? How often doth it happen, 
were we to know the Truth, amongſt the 
ſmall Number of our Diffenters, that the Per- 
ſon -praying hefitates and is at a Lofs, omits 
Things neceſlary or uſeful, expreſſes bimſelf 
obſcurely, improperly, irreverently, - workes 
himſelf into Geſtures and Accents by no Means 
edifying, not to ſay worſe, ? All which muſt 
grievouſly hurt the Devotion of thoſe, who 
deſire to pay God @ reaſonable Service (n); and 
bring thoughts into their Minds, extremely un- 


ſvitable to the Work in which they are engaged. 


Then what Danger-is there in this Way, that 
Men may fill their public Addreſſes to Heaven 
with their own private, it may; be abſurd and 


pernicious Notions and Opinions that natio- 


na] Prayers may change, like Faſhions and 
| Fancies, 


() Rom. xu. 1, 
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Fancies, and the Faith of Chriſtiats change 
ally. along with them; which the Weight and Autho- 
rity of an eſtabliſhed Lirurgy greatly contri- 
butes to keep ſtedfaſt, and preſerve from noxious 
Frrors ? What Danger is there alfo, that 
Perſons either by ii Defign, or ill - judging 
Zeal, may mix their Intereſts, their Paſſions, 
their Party Attachments of various Kinds, 
with the Requeſts and Thankigivings, which 
they utter in the Name of the Congregation ; 
may inflame one Part of a Neighbourhood, one 
Part of thei: Fellow-SubjeQs, againſt another ; 
ſtir up ſome to Miſchief, under Colour of its 
being the Cauſe of God ; and by ſo doing, 
make bis Worſhip abborred by the reſt ! 1 
am far from charging the Body of thoſe amongſt 
us, who uſe extempore Prayer, with beirg 
guilty of theſe Things now. I am only repre- 
ſenting, what Evils a more general Uſe of it 
woulc be likely io produce, eſpecially iv Times 
of pubhc Diſcord. Indeed moſt of them, if 
not all, it formerly hath produced; and 
preventing them is much eaſier, and every 
Way better, than puniſhing them. 


But ſuppofing theſe Inconveniencies avoided, 
another very conſidera ble, would remain. 
Lei their Diflike of Forms be ever ſo great, 
the Words of their Minifter in praying are as 
abſolutely a Form io them for the Time, 
as the Words of = National Liturgy ; but 
with this unhappy Difference, that bis Expreſ- 
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fions being continua lip varied, poſſibly the moſt 
judicious, at leaſt the lower and more ignorant, 
may otten doubt of their Meaning ; and the 
ſcrupulous of their Fitneſs ; and though upon 
Coaſideration they ſhould be ſatished,. yet He 
in the mean while is gone on to ſomething elſe. 
And thus they may follow after him through 
the whole of a Prayer, and be able to over- 
take and really join with him in but a ſmall 
Pari of it: whereas a Form may always be 
examined beforehand ; and when it is once 
underſtood and found to be right, our Judg- 
ment and AﬀeQions will g> together in the 
Ule of it, without Let or Hindrance, and we 
ſhall be edified, not in Imagination but Reality. 
Upou the whole, the Reaſons for a public Lit- 
urgy are ſo ſtrong, that Calvin, the moſt univer- 
ſally eſteemed by our diſſenting Brethren of all 
the Reformers, in a Letter to the ProteQor of 
England, under Edw. VI, bath theſe Words. 
* As to 4 Formof Trayer and of Ecclefeaſftical 
Rites, I highly approve that it ſbrild be certain, 
from which it may not be lawful for any Mini ſter 
to depart : as well in Confideration of the 
Weakneſs and Ignorance of ſome, as that it may. 
more plainly appear, how our Churches agree 
emongft themjelewes ; and lafily, that a Step 
may be pn to the Giddineſs of thoſe, who affe# 
Novelties. 


Still I am ſenſible, that ſome of the Argu- 
ments, which I have urged a againſt Deyotions 
compoſed. 
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compoſed by the Miniſter, may ſeem to lie 
equally againſt Sermons compoſed by him: 
and to require that Inftruftion be in a conſtant 
Form as well as Prayer. But, beſides that one 


hath been the Cuflom of the Churches of God (o), 
the other notz Prayer is the Voice of the 


People to their Heavenly Father ; and ſhould 
therefore be preſerved, with fingular Caution, 
from every Thing, which they ought not to (ay, 
or may not immediately comprehend or ap- 
prove ; elſe, in ſuch Parts of the Service, 
either they do not pray at all, or they pray 
amiſs, Burt Preaching is the Voice of the 
Miniſter to the People, which they may weigh 
and judge of at their L-ifure ; and even ſhould 
they fail of learning their Duty from thence, 
they may learn it trom « much higher Autho- 
rity, the 1eftons of Scripture read to them. 
Further, where a fixed Form of Worſhip is 
appointed, InftruQion may be left at Liberty 
more Safely; becauſe it will be obſery- 
ed, if the latter centradits the former: 
and alſo very uſefully, becauſe a much greater 
Variety of Things is requiſite to be ſaid to the 
People in Sermons: than is neediul for them te 
{ay to Heaven in their Prayers. 


But how proper ſoever it may be tohave ſome 
Form, they who diſſent from us, 2pprehend that 
there are fuch great ImperfeQions and Faults in 
B 3 the 
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the eſtabliſhed Fori s that if they muſt pray worth 
the Spirit and with the Under t anding they muſt 
not pray by that. Now ImperfeQtions will be 
found in every Thing human: and it theſe 
be à ſufficient Obje & ion againſt our Prayers, 
it will hold againſt their own and all Prayers, 
excepting that of our bleſſed Lord; From 
every Thmg unlawful we are ready to prove 
that our Service Book is intirely free. But 
the Faults of extempore- Devotions, which 
are different in every Congregation, and every 
Time of meeting in the ſame Congregation, 
eaſily eſcape the Notice of ſuch as areprejadic- 
ed in their Favour, who alone hear them ; 
and when obſerved, it is only by « few, and 
they are ſoon forgotten: while thoſe that are 
charged on a public printed Lirurgy be open 
conſtantly, Year after Year, to the Cenfure 
of every one. And were it poſſible that the 
ſeveral Prayers offered up, in any one day, 
in the ſeveral diſſenting Aſſemblies of this 
Kingdom, could be written down; and examin- 
ed half ſo narrowly for a ſhort ſpace, as Ours 
have been for two Centuries together: can 
it be imagined, that many Times more and 
worſe Omiſhons and Jaiproprieties would not 
be found, in almoſt every one of them, than 
They have pretended to find in our Common 
Prayer? Süll we are far from ſaying, it ts 
incapable of any alteration for the better. Yet 
this we muſt ſay, that moſt of the Alterations, 


propoſed” by ſome Perlons, baye been thought 
by 


( 
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it by others, every Way their Equels, it not 
nuſt ſuperiors, by no Means to be Amendments. 
| be And as eminent a Nonconformiſt, as ever was, 
eſe Mr. Baxter, hath long fince owned, that 
ers, almoſt every Church on Earth hath a worſe 
ers, Liturgy, than Ours. 

ove Tnerebha th indeed been a railing Accuſation (), 
But even of Popery, brought againſt it : though 
ich it was firſt. compiled, then reviewed and ap- 
ery proved, by Conici|Fors and Martyrs tor the 
on, Proteſtant Cauſe ; and ſeveral Articles of 
ne- Popery are as flatly comradicted in it, as can 
n be. Some Paris of it, we acknowledge, were 
nd in the Romi/ſb Offices before: but not one Tenth 
re of the Whole, as a very diligent Perſon bath 
en computed (q). Moſt of this Tenth Part alfo 
Ire was in. much ancienter Offices, before the 
he Romiſh- Carruptions . were introduced, And 
y, had it not ; as even theſe Prayers are intirely 
his free from thoſe Corruptions, where can be 
n- the Harm of uſing them ? Had our Reformers 
Is rejected them, they would have been in Reali- 
an ty never the farther diſt ami from the Papiſts. 
1d And by retaining them, they had a ProtpeRt 
ot of bringing many of the Papiſts over to them- * 
* ſelves : by ſhewing, that they did not act 
-q from Paſſion and Prejudice, but Reaſon and 
is Conſideration 3 
et | 

= => So 
it (p) Jade ver. 9. | 


7 ( Dr. Bennet on the Common- Prayer, App. 1. 
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Conſideration ; that they reſpected the anciem 
Offices and Uſages of the purer Ages of the 


Church, and departed only from modern Abuſes 
and Errors. 


It hath alſo been alledged, thit we wear 
the Habits of the Papiſts in offering up theſe 
Prayers. But indeed though it were no Way 
material if we did, ours are very different 
from theirs: And if wearing any, which are 
not in common Uſe, be condemned, what 
Cauſe is there for it ? why may not ſacred, 
as well as civil Offices of Dignity and Im- 
portance, be made ſomewhat more ſolemn” 
by Veſtments appropriated to them ? The 
Fitneſs of it hath been confeſſed by the conſtant 
Practice of Mankind, and particularly of the 
Chriſtian Church in early Ages, and indeed 
ot our Diſſentiag M-miſters themſclves ; who 
change their Dreſs a little, when they officiate. 
And where is the Harm, if we change ours a 
little more ? Though after all, if the wear- 
ing of ſuch Garments by Us of the Clergy were 
a Fault, it would be intirely eur own Fault: 
and ſeeing us wear them could ſurely hurt ne 
Body.” 


Ob 
But beſides thele general jections, there 
are leveral made againſt particular paſſages, 
which ought to be confured. This therefore 1 
purpoſe, God willing, to do in a proper Num- 
ber of Diſcourſes, on all the Rated Offices 
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of our Liturgy ; and not only to vindicate 
what is blamed, but explain alſo what tooma- 
ny may probably. not underſtand, and direct 
your Notice to what may not be ſufficiently 
obſerved, All theſe Things will very well 
come under the head, of which I promiſed at 
frſt to treat. 


II. That we ſhould be very ſolicitous rightly 
to apprehend the Senſe and Fitneſs of what we 
fay and de in Odds preſence, For though 
cenſuring without Reafon is worſe, yet efteem- 
in g without reaſon is not the part of wiſe Men. 
And ſome perhaps are mighty Zealous for our 
Liturgy, who yet know but very imperſeRly;. 
what good Reaſon they have to be Zealous for 
it. Indeed amongſt many advantages of public 
Forms of Prayer, there ſeems to be one Diſad- 
raniage, that the Words of them being in the 
main continually the ſame, and thus becoming. 
wel! known and familiar, we often hear them 
and even ſpeak our Share of them with ſcarce 
any Attention to them. But then it is equally 
true, that we often hear Sermons, thongh they 
are new to us, with juſt as little Regard ; and 
therefore ſhould be likely very ſoon to hear 
extempore Prayers alſo with no leſs Negligence: 
which Fault our Liturgy is in ſeveral refpeQs 
peculiarly calculated to prevent, as I ſhall 
hereafter ſhew you. But ſtill rhe Danger is 
great enough, to demand-our utmoſt Care to 
guard againſt ir. For however good our * 

ic 
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lie Offices are in themſelves, they convey ne 
good to Us, farther than we comprehend 
the import of them, and mind it : which, the 
better they are, the more they deſerve from 
us. And on the other hand, were they ever fo 
mean, this would be no Excuſe for Omitting to 
get all the Benefit we could from them ; but 
a powerful Motive, though a very unhappy one, 
to endeavour it moſt earneſtly, Yet thinking 
them defective and blameable where they are 
not, or to a degree in which they are not, as 
Multitudes have done, will naturally diſcom- 
poſe, or deaden at leaſt, our Minds in the Ule 
of them: and therefore ſhould be avoided, as 
far as it can. Now Perſons may be indeed by 
their own private Conſideration enter very 
competently, boch into the Meaning and the 
G. uns of maſt Toings contained in the Li- 
tu Taney, who arc able to parchiſe a 
few dos, ney likewiſe leceise much addit 
onal Information from the ſeveral very uſeſul 
Paraphraſcs and Commentaries upon it, that 
are cxiant. And tney are much to blame, if 
they wilfully negle&t either of theſe Things. 
But Rill many cannot, and others are not likeiy 
to do them, To ſuch therefore I ſhall at- 
tempt io give ſome lnſtruction concerning the 
Service in which we join ſo often. The fewer 
need it, the better ; but thoſe who do, it is of 
Importance io aſſiſt. For with the more under- 
franding we pray, with the more Pleaſure and 
Karneſtneſs we ſhall pray. And as on our 


Praying 
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Praying, as we ought, depends our obtaining 
Gods Grace and Blefling ; ſo or that depends 
our only true Comfort in this World, and our 
eternal Happineſs in the next. 


SB ER MON IL 
4 Co xr. xiv. 15. 

I will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray 
with the Under landing alſo : I will ſing with 
theSpirit, and I will fing with the Under fland- 
ing alſo. 

ROM theſe Words I have -propoſed te 
diſcourſe on the two following SubjeAs. 


I. That good Chriſtians are aſſiſted by the 
Holy Ghoſt, in offering up their Petitions and 
Praiſes 10 God, I will pray with the Spirit, 
I will fing with the Spirit. 


II. That we ſhould be very folicitous right- 
ly io apprehend the Senſe and Fitneſs of what 
we ſay and do in his Preſence. 7 will pray, 
I] will ing, with the Under ſtanding alſo. 


The former of theſe Heads I have finifhed : 
and aſter proving its Truth, I made it my chief 
Endeavour 10 prove further, that this Aid from 
above is not tuch, as to afford any Argument 
againk uſing public Forms of Prayer ; of which 
1 ſhewed you both the Lewfulneſs and Ex- 

ptdiency - 
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pediency ; anſwering at the fame time, ſome 


general Objections againſt our own eſtsbliſhed 
Form; bu: reſerving the more particular ones 
for the Second Head: under which I promiſed 


to vindicate the principal Things, which have 


been blamed inthe ſlated Offices af our Liturgy : 
10 explain ſuch as may ſeem hard to underſtand, 
or liable to be miſunderſtood ;. and direct your 


Attention to ſuch, as you may not otherwiſe 


obſerve ſufficiently. To this I ſhall now pro- 


ceed, following the Order of the Book. 


But it will be proper firſt to take Notice of 
the laudable Cuſtom, that every one, who 
comes to join in the Devotions of our Church, 
ſhould perform at his Entrance into hisPlace, « 
ſhort preparatory Ad of Worſhip in private, 
Now this, as well as every Thing elſe, ought 
to be done with Under flanding : not to be an 
unmeaning Formality, in ignorant Compliance 
with common Practice; but a ſerious Addreſs to 
Cod, that he would enable and incline us to 
attend in ſuch Manner to what we are about 
to hear, and ſay, and do, that we may beonour 
and pleaſe Him, edify our Fellow- worſhippers, 
benefit and finally ſave our own Souls. For 
which purpole, either theſe very Words, 
which I have mentioned, may be uſed ; or any 


others of the like Import, choſen by ourſelves ; - 


or, as perhaps is more uſual, thoſe expreſſive 
and excellent ones, that conclude the ryth 
Pſalm : Let the Words of ny Mouth, and the 

Me dit ation 
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Meditation of amy Heart, be acceptable in thy 


Sight, O Lord, my . and my Redeemer. 
Only, whatever our Expreſſions are, we 
would be extremely careful not to make fo 
very bad a Beginning, as to put up this 
previous -Regueſt either thoughtlefsly or 
infiacerely. And the ſame Care ſhonld em- 
ploy our Minds throughout the Whole. For 
that End, we ſhould avoid, as much as we 
can, all needleſs, but abſolutely all light and 
jadicrous Converſation, even before the Ser- 
vice begins. And after it is begun, the fewer 
of the more tranſient intercourſes of Civility 
are exchanged, the better. For ſurely they 
make à very unſuitable Mixture with the aw- 
ful Words, which we are heating, or perhaps 
repeating at the ſame Time: and muſtin 
ſome Degree take off our Attention from them. 
Nor will it be « leſs Hindt ance of our Devoti- 
on, to remark over curioufly, what other per- 
{ons are preſent, what Appearance they make, 
or how they behave. Let not theſe DireRions, 
J intreat you, either give Offeace, or be deſ- 
piled. - Very good People, I fear the very beft 


_ of ts all, tranſgreſs them inadvertettly, more 


or leſs. Bat a Moment's Reflection will ſhew 
any one, that there is « great Propriety in ob- 
{erving them: and that they will experience 
more Advantage from it, than perhaps they 
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Our Service begins, as did that of the primi- 
tive Church (a), with a Preface, to diſpoſe more 
compleatly the Minds of the Congregation to 2 
reverent Performance of the Duty, on which 
they are entring : according to that precept of 
the Son of Sirach, Before thou prayeſt, prepare 
thyſelf (b). And this Preface is compoſed of 
Sentences of Scripture, with an Exhortation 
grounded upon them. Nothing can ſo effectu- 
ally awaken us to a pious Frame of Soul, as 
the Words of God, ſpeaking to us. And the 
Words, here uled, are very prudently ſelected. 
They all relate to Repentance and Confeſſion of 
Sins: which naturally lands firſt in the Devo- 
tions of guilty Creatures, as we are, Till we 
feel a genuine Sorrow for having offended Gad, 
end come to entreat earneſtly the Pardon, which 
is offered us through Chriſt, he cannot accept 
us : and when we do, that will qualify us for 
every other part of his Worſhip. 


— 


In theſe Texts, (you may turn to them in 
your Prayer-Books and go through them along 
with me) we are plainly r2ught the Nature of 
true Pemitence : that the Wicked muff both turn 
away from his Wickedneſs, and do that which the 
Law enjoins as right, ts ſave his ſoul alive: that 

we 
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(a) Sacerdos ante Orationem, Preſatione 
em fſ1 parat Fratrym mentes. Cypr. de 
rat, Dom. (6) Lcclus xvii. 23 
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we muſt not only acknow/edge our 7 ranſgreſſions 
with our Torſgues, but have them ever Before 
the Eyes of our Minds, to keep us humble and 
cautious 3 op which we may pray, in Faith of 
being heard, that God will treat us with the ſame 
Kindneſs, as if he hid his Face from ſeeing our 
Sins, or blatted them out from his Memory, that 
be requires from us neither the fanciful Sacrifi- 
ces of Superſtition, nor the expenſive ones of the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation : but that of a Spirit 
eontrite with filial Sorrow, and broken to uni- 
verſal Obedience: not outward Expreſſions of 
vehement Paſſion, as rending the Garments, but 
a Heart 1ent and penetrated with a juſt Senſe of 
what we have done amiſs : that on ſuch a 
Change within we ſhall find him, not only flow 
to Anger for what is palt, and ready to repent 
him of the Evil which he was bringing upon us, 
but bountiful and gractons for the Time to 
come ; though we have deliberately rebelled 
apainſfi him heretofore, and fill too often incon- 
ſidorately neglect to obey bis Voice, and walk in 
bis Lau chat we have Cauſe to be willing, 


and even defirous, that he ſhould correct us, | 


when he ſees it expedient ; but to beg he would 
do it with that mild and merciful Judgment, 
which he exerciſes towards dis Children, not 


with Anger, as his Enemies, which would bring 


xs to final Deſtruction: that Repemance is ah- 
ſolutely and immediately neceſſary for us: for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, the Hour, 
when we ſhall, each of us, be admiticd into it 
FEI C 2 or 
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or ki out of it for ever, draws ve 

near, and how near we know not: that there- 
tore we mult reſolve to riſe and go to our Hes 
venly Father without Delay, and acknowledge 
our uaworthineſs t be called bis Sons : at 
whatever we may be in our own Eyes, or in the 
Opinion of our Fellow: Creatures, were we to 
undergo a human Trial only ; yet if God enter 
into Judgment with us, in Bis Sight belt no Man 
vine be juſtified : that therefore to extenuate 
our Faulis, and / or imagine, that we have 
no Sin, or but little, would be a fata) Self- Deceit, 
and a Proof agaifift us, that we know not, of 
own got, the Truth of our Caſe: but if we 
honeftly recall to ourſelves, and confeſs to God 
the Errors of our 70 Life, not only his Mercy, 
but his Faithfulneſs and Juſtice to his Promiſes 
will induce him, both te forgive ws the Guilt 
of our Sins, and to cleanſt vs fre the Defile- 
ment, and deliver us {rom the Dominion of 12 


Unrighteouſneſe. 


Ut 1 is true, but teu ä 
vually read at the ſume Time: but d 'will be 


very ial for ſuch as come ſoon enough, 
to medirate on them all before the Servioe 
begins. 


The frft Words of the Exhortation, Dur 
beloved Brethren, pres very ftrongly aod 
properly the god Win and tender 
6 
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for their People : who ſhould in Return receive 
their Admonitions meekly and thankfully, fince 
they ſpeak to them the Truth in Love (c). 


A ſollowing part of the Exbortation reminds 
as, that elthough we ought at all Times humbly 
to acknowledge our Sins before God ; yet ought 
we moſt chiefly ſo to do, when we aſſemble and 
meet together. Our Saviour bath laid a pecu- 
liar Streſs on joint Prayers ; and made more 
eſpecial Promiſes to thole Petitions, which bis 
Diſciples put up in common (4): both to unite 
them cloſely in mutual Affection, by the mu- 
tual Benefits they receive at each others re- 
queſt ; and to encourage a Practice, which be 
foreſaw would prove ſo powerful a Means 
both of their own Edification, and the Conver- 
ſion of others. We have Reaſon therefore to 
entertain a much higher Eſteem, than many 
do, of the Advantages to be obtained from 
Conſtancy in public Worſhip: But then, the 
more we expect from it, with the more Care 
we muſt qualify ourſelves for what we expe@ : 
elſe we ſhall certainly be diſappointed. And 
as penitent Confeſſion in the Name of Chriſt « 
the great Qualification for Pardon and every 
Mercy ; and each one's F.xample, in the 
Church, of that or the cortrary, muſt have 
2 good or bad Effect on thoſe around him, we 
C3 mould 
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Fhould [endeavour if there be Room for any 
[2 Difference, o be more than ordinsrily bumble 
and fervent there: Yet we are in Danger of 
being eat fo, unleſi we look well to our Ways, 
vnd diffgently le our Foot "when ve go to the 
Houſe of Cd le]. 


In the next Words, after theſe, the ſeveral 
main Branches of Worſhip, following Con- 
teſſion, are expreſſed. And nearly the ſame 
Order is obſerved in the Service, as in the 
Exhortation. We. render Thasks to God and 
fet for th bis Praiſe, in the Pſalms and Hymns ; 
hear his moſt holy Word, in the Leflons ; and aft 
thoſe Things, which are reguiſite and neceſſary, 
in the Prayer. 


The Concluſon of this Preface, Wherefote 
I pray and leech you, to accompany me with a 
pure Heart, that is, à fincere one, to the Throne 
of the Heavenly Grace, agrees intirely in Senſe, 
and partly in Words, with that pathetic De- 
claration of St. Paul: As though Cod did he- 
feech you by Us, *ve pray you in * -flead, 
dee reconciied to God ( f ). 


The Confeſſion is direfied to be ſaid of the 
3 Congregation, after the Mini ler. If this 


be done by each perſon, as is alſo directed, 
with 
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ewith an humble Voice, he will give no Diſturb- 
ance to othets: and every one mul experience, 
that What he ſaith, on this Orca ſion with his 
own Mouth, is browght more home to his Soul, 
becomes more perſonal and affeQing, than it 
he bad filently Kate to it, when ſaid for him. 
And as it is a very ufeful, ſo it is 4 very old 
Cuſtom (g) ; revived in our Church, afrer 
being laid aſide by the Church of Rome ; who 
begin their Service with an AQ of Humiliation 
by the Prieſt alone, in which the People have 
no Share, © 


Another 'DireQtion is, that the Confeſſi onbe 
Faid, ml! kneeling. And chat Foſture io Prayer, 
eſpeciaſty in this Part, hath not only anciem 
Authority, but Nature itſelf, on its Side: aud 
doth fo ſtrongly, both expreſs and excite inward 
Humility, that it ſhould not be omitted wilfully, 
or negligently in Favour of Eaſe and 'Tndo- 
lence : Conſiderations, very unworthy of No- 
tice at ſuch a Time, Still they, whoſe Infir- 
mities will not permit them to de on their 
Knees without Pain or Hurt, may doubtleſs 
allowably ſtand, or even fit ; for God will 
lade Mercy and not Sacrifice (Y. And further: 
As in many full Congregations this Rule cannot 
be obſerved by every one, without taking up 
more Room, than can with convenience be ſpa- 

red; 
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red ; certainly the ſuperior Rule, of doing the 
Things, wherewith one may edify another (5), 
binds us rather to be content with ſtanding, 
though a leſs eligible Poſture, than exclude 
Numbers of our Fellow-Chriftians from being 
tolerably accomodated for joining in Worſhip 
with us. For kneeling, though greatly pre- 
ferable, is not preſcribed as indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary. The Children of Iſrael, we read in 
the Book of Nehemiah (k), were afſembled 
awith Faſting ; and, probably for the Reaſons 
juſt mentioned, flood and confeſſed their Sins, 
The Penitent Publican did not fail of being 
accepted, though he food, when he ſaid, God 
| be merciful to me a Sinner (I). And on ſome 
Days the early Chriſtians did not kned 
at all, 


In the firſt Words of the Confeſſion, we ap- 
ple to God as our Father + the Aatbor of our 
Being, and therefore intitled to all Honour 
and Service from us; the Adopter of us, after 
our Forfeiture, into his Family again through 
Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore intitled to have it 
paid bim with double Gratitude. We acknow- 
ledge him Almighty, either to protect or puniſh; 
and therefore to be obeyed from Intereſt, 25 
well as Duty: we acknowledge him to be 


oft 
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* 
mot merciſul ; and thereſore, in the higbeſt 
Degree, unit to have been offended, und fit 
to have Pardon aſked of him. 


The Expreſſion, We have erred and frayed 
from thy Ways like off Sheep, is taken ſrom 
Scripture. I have gone aftiray, like a loft Sheep: 
feek thy Servant (m). Again: All we, like 
Sheep. have gone aftray ; we have turned every 
ene tu hie oxon Way : and the Lord bath laid on 
Him, on Chriſt, 2be Jniquity of ws a (n), But 
to underſtand the fult Propriety of the Phraſe, 
it mult be obſerved, that both the Likelibood 
of ſtraying was much greater: and the Confe« 
quences of it much more fatal, in open Coun- 
tries, full of wild Beaſts, as thoſe of the Eaft 
were, than ih ours. And ſuch a great and m- 
rible Mur (e), in the ſpiricual Senſe, is 
tins Works. 


It hach been objaficd, that our Confeſſion is 
260 general. But it comprebends al Sins, both 
of Omuſſion and Commiſſiod, The Particulars, 
each Perſons Conſtience, if it be duly tender, 
will repreſunt to itſelf, as far as is ncedſul, or 
well can be, in public. And we every Sin, 
that Man can lall into, enpreſſed by Name, 
the Catalaguc would be 100 long z and tuch, 


that 
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that many, (it is to be hoped) could not with 
Truth join in the Whole: nor would it be pro- 
per, that they who had, and had not, been 
guilty, ſhould confeſs all the ſame Things ; 
or that thoſe about us ſhould perceive, which 
we did confeſs. 


It hath been further objeQed, that in our 
appointed Form, there is no Acknowledge- 
ment of the original Corruption of our Natore 
by the Fall. Nor is there an explicit one, even 
in the Prayer of our bleſſed Lord. But ſorely 
when we fay, that ve have followed too much 
the Devices and Defires of our own Hearts, it 
may well be Part of our Meaning, that they 
are from the firſt irregular and depraved. 


The Words, and there is no Health in ae, 
beſides that they alſo profeſs our inward Frame 
throughout to be more or leſs diſordered, ſigui- 
fy two, that we have no Power of our own, 
ether to cure the ſpiritual Diſeaſes, of which 
we are already ſick, or to prevent the Attacks 
of future ones. And therefore we apply to 
God, that he would heal our jouls (9: whom 
alſo, in the Conclufion, we implicitly promiſe, 
that whatever Amendment ſhall be produced 
in us by the Means which he prefcribes, we 
will give the Glory of it, not to ourſelves, but 
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to his holy Name : who bath bleſſed us with 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chrift, ts the Praiſe of 
the Glory of his Grace (g). 


After the Confeſſion follows the Abſoiution : 
which ſome have apprebended to be a very 
Popiſh Form. But indeed neither of them is 
taken out of any Popiſh Service. On the 
contrary, both of them appeared for the firſt 
Time in the ſecond Edition of King Edward 
the Sixt1h's Common-Prayer-book : which was 
made with the Advice of foreign, and eren 
Preſbyterian Proteſtants, Nay, this Abſoſution 
was diredly levelled againſt Popery. For the 
Popiſh Abſolutions were given in private, ſepa- 
rately to each particular Perſon, poſitively 
and without Reverhon, in the Name of the 
Prieſt : and this is given in public, to all Per- 
ſons at once, conditionally, it they are truly 
penitent, in the Name of God. The People 
were miſlzd by the former Abſolution to 
groundleſs Truſt in ſacerdotal Power ; «nd 
would have taken Offence, if after theit Con- 
icſhon none bad been ſubjoined. This there- 
fore was drawn up, to be uſed over them : 
which tends very powerfully to comfort Men, 
but can never miſlead them ; becauſe it leads 
them to truſt only in God's Mercy ; and in 
that no otherwiſe, than it they truly repent, and 

unſeignedly 
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| unfeignely believe his hey Goſpel, proving their 
| | Sincerity by their Reformation: on which 
| Terms alone he hath given b Miniffers Power 
and Commandment ts pronounce ts his People the 
Abſolution and Re miſſion of their Sins, | 


And as none, but his Miniſters, are com- 
miſſfioned to make this ſolemn Proclamation of 
| Pardon on his Bebalf: it is #$1ly ordered, that 

| none ſhould are with them im publiſking it, 
| by repeating it along with them. And you 
| will obſerve, that wherever in the Service the 
| Congregation are not direQed to ſpeak, but 
| the Miniſter only, tber fpeaking the ſame 
| Words low, as many Perſons incon 
do, removes only Part of the Impropriety, 
and leaves the reſt. On this therefore, and the 
like Occafigns, you wil remember, chat your 
Buſinets is only to hearken and aſſent with 
filent Reverence : of which Revetence, in the 
| preſent Caſe, continuing on your Knees, in 
| "Token of your humble Thankfulneſs to God, 
is undoubtedly a ſuitable Expreſſion. 


Alter the above-mentioned Declaraion, 
| immediately follows an Admonition to gray for 
| Rezentance and Gade boly Spirit: which, may 
ſeem perhaps neediels and vnacountable ; coa- 
$dering, that we have juſt been profeſſing to 
exerciſe Repentance, and have been afſured of | 
God's Forgiveneſs upon it, of which the Gift 
of his Spirit is a SN But if it be 
| conſidered 


I 
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corfidered atfo, that we are to repent, not 
before, but after Pardon 4 and + ag the mA 
deeply for the Mercy and Love ſhewn in our 
Pardon, elſe it would be juſtly revoked ; and 
that the Continuance of God's Spirit with us 
depends on the Continuance of our Supplica- 
tions for his Preſence, which will alſo procure 
us greater Degrees of it ; there will be tound 
»o Weight in this ObjeQion, 

At the End of the Abſolution, and of every 
Prayer, the Propſe are direQed ro ſay, een: 
which means, it is true 4 we do fincerely de- 
fre, or ſincerely affirm, what hath been ſaid. 
This was the Practice of the Jewifh Church: 
ir was aſs that of the Chriſham in the Apofties 
Days. Mow fbdll bt, that occupieth the Room 
ef the uwnlearmed, ſay Amen, at thy giving of 
Thanks, ſeeing be underflandeth mt, har thou 
ſayeft (f) Aud the ſubſequent eccleliaftical 
Writers ſhew, that it uſed to be pronounced 
zudibly and fervently : each exprefling his 
own Faith or D-fire, and animating that of 
his Fellow-worſhippers. We ſhould therefore 
by no Means negleR to give this Proof, am 
cthers, that we not only hear the Service with 
Attention, but join in it with Earnefineſs, 

After the Confeſſion and Abſolution, comes 
the Lord's Prayer: it being « very proper 
Time to addreſs God in that Form, which our 

D Saviour 
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Saviour taught his Diſciples, when we hare 
approved ourſelves his real Diſciples, by Re- 
pentance of Sins, and Faith in the Goſpel-offers 
of Mercy. And as he ditects, When ye pray, 
ſay, Our Feather, Ic. our Liturgy according- 
ly directs, that every one ſhould ſay it. For 
ſo they did in the primitive Church: in which 
it was called, the daily, the appointed, the 
public, the common Prayer of Chriſtians. 
Further: as our bleſſed Redeemer delivered 
it twice, and we ſee it in St. Matthew with 


the Doxology, For thine is the Kingdom, &c. + 


and in St. Luke, without it z we ſometimes 
ule it one Way, fometimes the other. 


And now having preſumed, in theſe ſolema 
Words, to claim God for our Father through 
his Chriſt; for though his Name is not mentioned 
in this Prayer, it is to be underſtood by us 
in every Article of it ; we now proceed to 
vent the Joy and Thankfulneſs, belonging 
to ſuch a Privilege : which I obſerved. 10 
you before, 1s the ſecond Part of- our public 
Service, as it was in the ancient Church; 
where, St. Ba, informs us, (s) the People, 
after Confeſſion, role from Prayer, and went 
on to Pialmody. But to make the Tranſition 
more natural and beneficial, we firſt beg, that 
God would permit aud aſſiſt us, unworthy as 

. we 
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we are, to pay him this Hemage. O Lord, 
open thou our Lips : and our Mouth fball fbew 
forth thy Praiſe which are the Words of 
David, in his chief penitential Pſalm, the 
Fifty-firſt. Guilt had ſhut up his Mou th 
from the Utterance of chearſul Sounds, till 
Humiliation and Aſſurance of Pardon gave 
him that Liberty of Speech again, which, in 
His Expreſſions, we pray it may give Us. 
And ſome of the earlieſt Liturgies uſed the 
ſame Verſe ſor the ſame Purpoſe; as they 
did likewiſe that, which follows here, and 
which is found in two different Pſalms (7), 
O God make Speed to ſave us O Lord, make 
make Haſte to help us : in being ſeaſonable at 
a'l Times to requeſt, that as our Danger is 
continual, he would be continually at Hand, 
to ſave ns from Sin, and rip us in our Duty; 
eſpecially when we are juſt advancing to ſo 
ſublime a Duty, and one which requires ſuch 
Purity of Heart. For Praiſe is not ſeemly inthe 
Mouth of u Sinner (u). but it becometh cell the 
Tuft to be thankful (as). 


The Way then being thus prepared, and 
having qualified ourſclves with holy David to 
lay, My Heart is ready, my Heart is ready, 
Iwill ng and give 28 (x), we riſe up from 

FI 2 our 
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our Knees, and ſtand upon our Feet. For ſo we 
read, that when the Priefls and Levites praiſed 
the Lord, all iſrael flood (5). And we begin 
this good Work with that Summary of all our 
Praiſes, to which we ſhall often return in the 
Courſe of them, and in which we ſhall con- 
clude them; Glory be aſcribed to the Father 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſh: 4 1. 
was in the Beginning of Time by Angels, when 
the Morning & tars ſang together, and all the 
Suns of God ſhouted for Foy (=) ; 2s it hath been 
ever ſince, by religious Perſons in ſucceeding 
Ages, according io the Degree of their Light ; 
as it is now, by all the Saints in Earth an 

Heaven, and ever ſball be, not only through- 
out the preſent Scene of Things, by new Chriſ- 
tians riſing up in the place of thoſe who die or 
tall away, (Whatever Men or Devils may do to 
prevent it) tu! after the final Conſummation, 
when all are united into one general Aﬀembly ; 
whoſe triumphant Acclamations to our Crea- 
tor, our Redeemer, our 'SanQiker, ſhall te- 
ſound Mari without End, Duration without 
Period, in that bleſſed State, which ſhall laſt 


to all Eternity. 


And now having propeſed the unſpeakably 
treat Subject, that we are to celebrate, we 


invite each other to enter upon it more par- 


ticularly ; 


—— —„— 
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ticularly : the Miniſter - ſaying, Praiſe ye the 
Lord ; which is the literal Tranſlation of Ale 
luiah, fo often repeated in the Old Teftameat, 
in the New, in the Liturgies of the Univerſal 
Church; and the People anſwered, with joyful 
Approbation, The . Name be praiſed, 


Some indeed of our Diſſenting Brethren have 
thought, and fo have ſome Papiſts (a), that 
dividing this, and other parts of the Service, 
as we do, between the Prieſt and the Congre- 
gation ; and allowing the latter to make Reſ- 
ponſes ; (which means Anſwers) is permitting, 
not only Laymen, but even Women, againſt an 
expreſs Prohibition of Scripture, to encroach 
on the Miniſterial Office, makes a diſagreeable 


and confuſed Noiſe, and hinders many from 


underſtanding what is ſaid. But ſurely the 
Om̃ce of the Miniſter is ſufficient! y diſtinguiſhed, 
as he preſides and leads, throughout the Ser- 
vice. And why ſhould not the People be ſuſ- 
fered to follow bim; and bear ſome Part with 
their Voices in praying, as well as the main 
Part in ſingiag ? Not to ſay, that the princi- 
pal Article, in which they do bear à Part, is 
the Pſalms” for the Day, which were deſigned 
to be ſung, where it could be done convenientiy. 
as I wiſh it could every where. No Scripture 
forbids the Congregation to bear a Part: that 

D 3 which 


EIT —_—_ 


—— — 4 


(#) See Bingham, Xiy. c. i. 5 13. 


— — —  _— — 


42 SE RMOM n. 


which forbids Women to ſpeak i in the Church) 
means only to forbid their giving InfiryQion, 

or entering into Queſtions or Diſputations there. 
And St. Paul commands us to ſpeak to one ans- 
ther in Pſalms and Hy mns and ſpiritual Songs (c ). 
Accordingly the primitive Chriſtians are known 
to have uſed this alternate Manner in their 
public Prayers and Praiſes. And though, 
when the Pſalms and Hymns are ſpoken thus, 
and not fung, there is nothing harmonious in 
the Sound, yet St. John deſcribes the Worſhip 
of the Bleſſed above by the Voice of many Wa 
ters and of a great Thunder (d) ; which is no 
unfit Compariſon for the united Anſwers of a 
large Congregation, As to the other Part of the 
Odjection, this Method in Reality creates no 
Confuſion or Difficulty at all. A very little 
Practice will render it eaſy to any one that can 
read : even they who cannot read, may join 
in it, by attending to thoſe near them, or to 
the Clerk: it makes a gratefal Variety, keeps 
Attention awake, and enlivens Devotion. In 
this Manner then we glorify God: beginning 
always with the ggth Pſalm, as the whole 
Chriſtian Churches did in early Ages, and as 
the Naiure of the Pralm recommends to us: 
it being a diſtin Invitation to the ſeveral Du- 


ties of Praiſe, * and Hearing, with an 
awtul 
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awful Warning of the Danger of negleQing 
God, drawn from his Judgments on the diſo- 
bedient Ferus, wnto whom theſe Thing s hap- 
pened for Enfamples, and they are written for 
our Admonition (e). 


When we call bim, in this Pſalm, the Strength 
of our Salvation ; we owean that by his Power 
alone we can be ſaved from preſent and future 
Evils. When we call him @ great King above 
all Gods; we mean above all that ever had that 
Name aſcribed - to them : the Pringes of the 
Nations, the falſe Deities of the Heathen, 
Satan the God of this World (f), and the holy 
Angels in Heaven. When we ſay, that in bis 
Hands are all the Corners of the Earth, and the 
Strength of the Hills is his alſs ; we mean, that 
his Preſence and his Influence extend to the 
remoteſt and moſt inacceſſible Places; and 
there is none, where he cannot deliver or pu- 
niſh. When we call ourfelves the People of bis 
Paſiure, and the Sheep of bis Hand; we own 
our Maker to be likewiſe our Preſerver, Sup- 
porter and Director z who feeds our Souls by 
his Word and his Grace, as well as our Bodies 
with daily Bread, and guides us mercifully 
through this World to a better. Fo-day if 
you will hear bis Voice, harden not your Hearts, 
is an affecting and alarming Exbortation, that 

| ; if 
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if we defign ever to become his Servants in 
Earneſt, we ſhould hearken immediately to bis 
continual Calls; elfe through a Habit of Dif- 
obedience, our Minds may grow cullous, and 
paſt Feeling (g). The Words, When your Fa- 
thers tempted me, which are put into the Mouth 
of God himſelf, the Jews, (for whom firſt this 
Plalm was compoſed) were to underſtand lite- 
rally, of their Fathers according to the Fleſh. 
But we are to take them of thoſe, who have 
gone before us in the Profeſſion of Religion : 
and whom we are not to reſemble in tempting 
and proving God, that is, doubting, and putting 
to unreaſonabie Trials, his Omnipotence, his 
Goodneſs and Truth: left, as the unbelieving 
Fews died in the Wilderneſs, and ſo were ex. 
cluded from the temporal Reſt, which other. 
wiſe tbey would have enjoyed in the Land of 
Canaan, we alſo be excluded from what is 
prefigured, that eternal Reff, which remains for 


abe People of God (5) in Heaven. 


At the End of this and each Pſalm that we 
repeat, of whatever Nature it may be, we 
add the ſame Doxology, that we uſed at firſt : 
Glory being due to God, for every Thing he 
hath taught, and every Thing he hath done, 
both in former Times and preſent ; for every 
Afflicti on, as well as every Enjoyment. And 

therefore 


(8) Eph. iv. 19. (b) Heb. vi. 9. 
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therefore we do well to obſerve the Apoſtle's 
Rule, of giving Thenks always, for all Things, 
unte God end the Father, in the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Ghrif (i). 


Then we proceed to rehearſe the Pſalms, in 
proper Portions, according to the Days of the 
Month: of which it will be needtul to ſay much 
wore, than there is now Time to ſay. I ſhall 
therefore conclude with only remarking in ge- 
neral, that Words of God's own infpiring are 
furely the fitteſt to praiſe him in: which being 
fo noble a Duty, we ſhould take peculiar Care 
to perform it in the moſt unexceptionable, ju- 
dicious and affectionate Manner. When you 
glorify the Lord, exalt him as much as you can; 
for even yet will he far exceed : and when you 
exalt him, put forth all your Strength, and be 
not weary ; for You can never go far enough (|). 


S EB R M O N 
1 Con. iv. 15. 
—4 will pray with the Spirit, and 1 NCTE 
with the Under flanding alſo : I will fing with 
theSpirit, and I will fg with the — 
ing alſe. 
AVING undertaken er to ſhew the Law - 
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gies ; then to vindicate, explain and point out 
fuch Things in our own, as are moſt liable to 
be cenſured, or not underſtood, or not ſuffici- 
ently obſerved : I have finiſhed the former 
Head, and proceeded under the latter as far 


as the Pſalms ; which very juſtly make a prin- 


cipal Part of the joint Praiſes, that we offer 
up to God. For though ſeveral of them wefe 
compoſed on particular Occaſions, yet they 
are plainly fitted for general Uſe : and their 
Inſertion into the Canon of Scripture proves 
them to be deſigned for it ; the Fews antiently 
recited them in the Temple, and do fill in 
their Synagogues : the New Teſtament bath 
recommended them to Chrifſtzans ; and the 
whole Church hath ſung them ever ſince. In- 
deed the ſubject Matter of them is very differ- 
eut ; but thoſe of Joy are much more nume- 
rous, than any other Sort: and all of them 
affoid Ground of Praiſe at leaſt; the doQrinal, 
the exhortatorys the hiſtprjcal, as well as the 
reſt.) Ever the plaintive and per i.ĩouary mi- 
niſter Cauſe of Thankſgiving to Him, wbo 
hath promiſed to bear and ſupport, and deliver: 
and make all Things work together for Good ts 
them, that love bim (a). Glory therefore to 
the bleſſed three in One is a fit Coneluson 10 
every Pſalm. 
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t But in reading them it muſt be carefully 
0 obſerved, and may with moderate Care be 
4 commonly diſtinguiſhed, in whoſe Perſon the 
Tr ſeveral Sentences are ſpoken. In ſome Piaims, 
of or Portions of Pſalms, it is God or Chriſt, in 
Ir others, wicked Men, that ſpeak. Theſe we 
er muſt repeat, as their Sayings - and none as our 
re own, but what were intended for us. Even the 
=. - Words of the Pſalmiſt, if we are to adopt them, 
ir may frequently ſeem ſo unapplicable to the 
es outward Condition, or inward Frame, of many 
ly in every Congregation, that, if they attend 
in to them, they cannot ſay them with Truth. 
th But moſt of them all good People may ſay 
be even of themſelves ſingly, with much Truth. | 
n- For they have conſtantly Enemies, temporal 
r- or ſpiritual. Afflictions more or leſs heavy, : 
e- valuable Mercies, and at Times warm Feel- f 
m ings of pious Diſpoſitions: which, if not pre- 
al, ſent, may be ſo recalled, and made their own 
ke again, as to be very fincerely expreſſed to God. 


And what they cannot ſay in their own Name 
2 they may truly ſay in the Name of 
Chriſt's Church, of which they are Members : 
and they ought, and ſurely do, bear ſome Share 
Y the Mercies and Sufferings, the Fears and 
efires of every Part of it, in every State. 


And as David, in ſome of the Pſalms, takes 

on him che Perſon of Chriſt ; in others be 

ſeems to take that of hie Diſciples : and io 

ſpeak, not in any one particular Character, 

but as repreſenting the whole Body of Believ- | 
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ers, Or if there be any Paſſages, which 
neither of theſe Methods will foit ; fil we 
may rehearſe them, 6s expreſſing the Cafe 
of ſome eminent Worthy of old Nimes, and 
be afſefted by it Accor 2: for we often 
are ſtrongly affected by the Ciretmftences, 
well deſcribed, not only of diffrent, but of 
imaginary Perfors, We may confider, av we 
go on, the Likenefs, or the Difference, between 
his Situation, his Temper, and our own ; and 
raiſe from it many Refle & ions of Symparhy and 
Caution, of Humiliation, Encouragement, aud 
Thankfulneſs, Thos, at leaft, we may bring 
every Thing we ſay, home to ourſelves : and 
by ſo doing furniſh our Minds with a moſt 
valuable Store of devout Thoughts and Lan- 
guage, perhaps for many future Occaſions 
of outro or others For the Book of Pſalm: 
is (6 inechauſtible a Treaſure of every Branch 
of Piety, that a more conſtant Uſe of it; than 
of any other ig the whole Bible, hath,” with 


very juſt Reaſon, been appbinted in public 


Forms of Prayer, and recommended in pri- 

rute ones | | 
It may be objeQed, that in ſeveral of them 
David atrers moſt bitter Tmprecations «gaiaſt 
his Enemies: in which, to ſay nothing 
er, we cannot follow him ; for the Raule ot 
the New Teffament is, Bleſs aud curſe not (b). 
** f 8 
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But irdeed moſt, if not all, the Places, which 
appear Wiſhes of Evil, may according to the 
conſeſſed Import of the Original, be under- 
ſtood only as Predictions of it. Or, ſuppo- 
fing them Wiſhes, Devi d might be directed 
by infinite Wiſdom to pronounce them, eves 
agaiaſt the Oppoſers of his reigning over [/rael ; 
who oppoſed, at the ſame Time, the known 
Decree of Providence, Repeating them wn 
this View, ſolely as His, muſt be innocent: 
and ſtrongly ſuggeſt an important Admonition, 
net to fight again God (c.) But perbaps in 
ſome of theſe, as well as other Paflages, he 
ſpeaks in the Perſon of the whole Church of 
God, againft all its irrecoacileable Adverlaries, 
whoever they be. Such was Judas: to whom 
therefore the two moſt dreadiul of theſe Pſalms 
arc applied, Ads i. 20. And, with the ut- 
moſt T enderneſs to the whole of God's Crea- 
tion, we may and muſt deſire the Overthrow 
of Them, who obſtinately hate Him and his 
Laws. For though we ought much more to 
deſite the Repentance, than the Death of a 
Sinner, as He himſelf doth : yer if they will 
not repent, we ought to think and ſpeak wich 
Approbation and Satistadi on, (yet mixed with 
an awſul Concern,) of their Puniſhments 
here, and Sentence hereafter : which laft Sr. 
Faul repreſents gooc Perſons, as joining to 
pronounce : Do ye not know, that the Saints 
Hall judge the World (d) 
E 


It 


(0 Adds xxiii. 9. 
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It may be objeRed further, that however 


this be, the P/alms are unfit for Our Uſe on 
another Account: they are full of Fewifh 
Notions and Phraſes. But they were compo- 
{ed by the Aid of the holy Spirit, with a View 
to Chriſtian Times : our Saviour appeals par- 
ticularly to thoſe Things, which are written 
in the Pſalms concerning him (e), and they are 
many. Nor is the Difficulty great, in applying 
the Peculiarities of ove Diſpenſation to what 
anſwers them in the other: of underſtanding 
by the Law, the Doctrine of Him, who came 
to fulfil it ; by Jeruſalem and Zion, the Chriſti- 
an Church ; by the ſeveral Sa ctifices, that of 
our bleſſed Lord, or of our own Prayers and 
Praiſes offered up in bis Name ; by the Altar, 
the holy Table ; by temporal Enemies and De- 
liverances, Spiritual ones ; and ſo of the reſt: 


thanking God, at the ſame Time, that we have 
Light afforded us, to ſee ſo much deeper into 


this and every Book of the Old Teftament, 
than they who wrote it. 


Still there may be more Paſſuges than a few 
in the Pſalms, which many underſtand not. 
However, even theſe they may aliowably read 
over, as undoubtedly they often do other 
Things, in Order and Hope to underfland 
them: and by reading with Attention, they 


— 


(e) Luke xxiv. 44. 
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will come gradually to underſtand more and 
more of them. Bot they would make this 
much eaſier to themſelves, by reading careſully 
in private ſome Paraphraſe of the Pſalms, if 
they are able to procure one, along with 
them : ſuch as the Jarger of Dr. Hammond, 
or rather of Biſhop Patrick, or the ſinaller of 
Dr.” Nicols or Mr. Fobnſon. The particular 
Paſſages, which one or other may find obſcure 
to him, are too many to be explained from 
hence, But the darkeſt and leaſt ediſying in 
Appearance will, by the Cle of anygof thei: 
Authors, „be perceived, cither to have ſome 
one Jeternnned Senſe of Importance, or at leaſt 


io be capable of ſeveral ſuch, 


And indee all confiderate Chriſtians will ac- 
knowledge the Excellence of the Pſallet in a 
new Tranſlation. But ſome object againſt that, 
which we have in cur Prayer-Books, as made 
in Times of leis Learning and ExaQnefs, than 
the other in our Bibles : which, being more 
coireQ, they conceive ought to be uſed inſtead 
nf it. But indeed, as the latter is, in ſome 
Places, juſter than the former; fo is the ſormer, 
in ſome, jufter than that. And it hath one 
general Ground of Preference ; that not ren- 
oering the Words of the Hebrew io firifly, it 
gives the Senſe of them more inrelligib'y : 
notwithſtanding that a few Exprethions, and 
but very few, are become in the Space of 200 
Years, which have paſſed fince it was ag = 
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leſs clear or proper, than they were at firft. 

Indeed this old Verfion hath here and there 

Auditions to what we now find in the Original. 
But the only conſiderable one is taken from, 
if not warranted by, the New Teſtament ; they 
ure all harwleſs ; they ste moſt of them found» 
el on Autho rities not contemptible, particular- 
ly on that of the very antiemt Latin Interpreter, 
depatting ſrom which without Neceſſity, would 
live given Occaſion of Cavil to the Romanifis. 
Ard as his Trarflaticn in our Prayer-Books 
was made by Mariyrs and Conſeflors for the 
Proteſtant Religion, fo it was with Reaſon 
tolly efteemed by the Penple ; and ſoon grew, 
hy often repeating it, fo ſawiliar to them, that 
changing it tor another, though ſumewhat bet- 
t-r onthe whole, would have been diſagreeable 
% them. Therefore the Scrife of both being 

tufic:iemly the fame, (as anv one by comparing 
them, wili be convinced ;) the Words to which 
the Congregation were accuſtomed, have been. 
1:t9med to this Day. 


It hath been objected farther, that, granting 
the Uſe of this lrarflation to be juſtifiable, 
yet the Manner, in which we vie it, is not. 
For we read 14 on, juſt as the Pſalms lie: and 
thus we blend together thoſe of joyful and 
thoſe of forrowful Import, without Diſtindtion 
and whhout Method; yet we cannot be ſup- 
pef-d to vary our Affections ſo quick, as this 
requires. But it ſhould be remembered, that 
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on the principal ſtated Faſts and Feſtivals, and 
on all occaſional ones, Plalms proper to them 
are appointed, out of the common Courſe. 
On Days indeed, which have nothing ſo par- 
ticular in them, we follow the Order, in which 
they are ſet down. For we could not vary it, 
without omitting ſome of them, which none of 
them deſerve ; or diſpoſing them in a Way 
intirely new. Now what that ſhould be, would 
be very hard to ſettle : and whatever was done, 
at leaſt as many Faults would be found then, 
as now. The preſent Arrangement is cer- 
fainly older than our Saviour's Days: the 
public Offices of the whole Chriſtian Church 
have followed it from the very firſt Account 
of them, that we b. ve: and why ſhould we 
make alterations, only to raile Perplexities ? 
The Pſalms are indeed miſcellaneous. But fo 


are many other paris of Scripture. The Book 


of Proverbs is vaſily more ſo. Yet no one 


objects againſt reading thoſe, as they lie. In 
Truth, ſcarce a Chapter of the Bible, or any 
Author whatever, can be read, but what calls 
for a Variety of Diſpoſitions and Affections to 
be exerciſed, within a very ſmall Compaſs. 
F ven in a ſhort Prayer is there not a great Va- 
riety, if it be well conſidered ? In Poetry and 
Mufic, theſe Transitions are often extremely 
abrupt and ſndden, from one Thing to its con- 
trary in the higheſt Degree, Yet the Mind 
goes along with them very eaſily. Much more 
then may it do ſo, when prepared, as in the 

prelent 
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preſent Caſe, by a previous Knowledge of 
what is to come next, and long Practice in the 
Change. And if repeating the Pſalms in covrſe 
be tight; we have certainly fixed a right Pe- 
rod of this courſe, that of a Month: whereas 
the Church of Rome goes through them in a 
Week, which is making one part of the Service 
100 long ; and the Creek Church in Twenty 
Days, which is making it hard to nd. Or 
the whole then, let us be careful, that our 
beha jour be as good in this Branch of Worſhip. 
as the Regulation concerning it is: and not- 
witl ſtanding the unhappy Diſadvantage of 
barely ſaying, what ought 10 be enlivered 
by the Power of Harmony; we may Gill. 
throvgh God's Grace, be warmed and fill 
with his Spirit, while we /pear ts one another 
nd ourſelves, as the Apoſtic dueQs, in Pſalm: 
and Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, finging and 
making Melody, it not with our Voices, yet in 
or Hearts, to the Lord (/). 


Aiter the Pſalms, it hath long been cuſto- 
mary for the Organ, where one is uſed, to 
play for a ſhort Time. And as Inftruments 


of Muſic in Divine Service are certainly lawful 


telſe they had not been appointed in the Jewiſh, 


or permitted in the ancient Chriſtian Church (g) 
or 


—_—— 


(f) Fph. v. 19. Col. ti. r6. 
( Gicg, Nuft. T1aQ. 2. in Plalmos c. iii. C 1. 
Ball in Pf. 29. 
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or deſcribed in the Revelation ns accompanying 
the Praiſes of the Hleſſed above ;) ſo a lutle 
Pauſe, for the Uſe of this Inftrument, will not 
only give ſome Reſpite and Refreſhment to the 
Congregation and to the Miniſter ; but may be 
advantageouſly employed, either to reflect on 
what is paſt of tbe Service, or prepare our 
Minds for what is to come. And therefore it 
ſhould not be filled up either by the Performer 
with the lighter Airs of Muſic, inſtead of 1o- 
lemn Strains, and ſuch as may excite proper 
Diſpoſuions, or by any of the Congregation 
with needleſs Diſcourſe, or ſuch piivate 
Thoughts and lu nations, as blot out good 
Inprefliony already made, and indiſpoſe us fos 
receiving the like afterwaids. 


In the next Place follows a Leſſon, taken our 
of the Old Teſtament : and with this begins 
the third part of the Office. That they, who 
are bleſſed with a Revelation from God, ſhould 
read and hear it with Reverence, when they 
afſembie to Worſhip him, is a plain Dictate of 
Reaſon and Religion. Accordingly the Je 
read Moſes and the Prophets in their Synagagues 
of old Time, as the Book of As informs us (. 
And ſo indeed do Writers of their own, in the 
ſame Age with it (5) : who boaſt of the Prac- 

\ tice, 
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6) Ads xiii. 27. xv. 21. 
(i) Joſeph. cont. Ap. I. 2. C. 18. 


— 


= 4 „ 


56 $8 E RM © N - 8. 


tice, ges moſt uſeful and honourable DiſtinQi- 
on, peculiar to their Nation, that the Laws of 
Liſe were thus publiſhed to all the People. 
The primitive Chriftians, as one of the earlieſt 
Apologiſts for them, Tuſtin Martyr, tells us, 
read at their Meetings, both the Fewrſh Pro- 
phets, and the Wrirings of the Apoſtles, in 
proper Portiors, And when the Church of 
Rome had broken them into ſmall Fragments, 
interrupted with other Things; and had con- 
tinued to read even theſe in Latin, after it was 
no longer underſtood : our Church reQihed 
both errors ; and hath taken Care that the 
Old Teſtament ſhould be gone through once a 
Year, and the New thrice. Only we omit 
fome Parts of the former ; which are Reperiti- 
ons of what is related in other Parts, or bare 
Liſts of Genealogies and Families, or too 
myſtical and abſtruſe to be edifying in public ; 
on which laſt Account we omit alſo the Book 
of Revelation, excepting two or three Chapters: 
Matters of ſuch Difficulty being wiſely thought 
fitter for the private Meditation and Study of 
thoſe, who are qualiſied to engage in them. 


The Order, in which the Books of both 


Teſtaments are read, is that, in which they 
ſtand. Only in the Old, the Prophet L/aiab, 
containing the fulleſt Predictions of Chriſt's 
coming and Kingdom, is placed at the Approach 
of his Nativity : and in the New, the Goſpels 
and Acts are the Leſſons for the Morning, and 

the 


- 
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the Epiſtles for the Afternoon. In this Manner 
we make Proviſion for every Day in the Year : 
and hence one great Recommendation of daily 
Attendance on public Prayers, (where there 
are Opportunities for it) is, that by Means of 
it we ſhall proceed regularly through the ſacred 
Writings, and preſerve the due Connexion of 
the ſeveral Diſcoveries, made in them to Man. 
Bur for the firſt Leſſons on Sundeys, thoſe 


+ Chapters of the Old Teftament are ſeledted, 


which appeared 19 be moſt uſeſul. The ſecond 
Leſſns being from the New, there was no Ne- 
ceſſity, and little Room, for Choice, And to 
Holydays ſuch Portions of both are adapted, 
as beſt agree with the Ocaſion. 


Put here we are accuſed of ſetting mere he- 
man Compoſirioms on 4 Level with the Word 
o God, by taking parc of our Leſſons out of 
the Aporrypha: which alſo we are charged 
with frequently binding vp in the ſame Volume 
with our Bibles. But fo we ſometimes do our 
Prayer-Books likewiſe : yet we never dream- 
ed of equalling either to Sciipture. The Ar- 
tic)es of dur Church expreſsly diſtinguiſh the 
Apocrypha from it: the People of our Church 
know the DiſtinQtion, And that it may not fail 
to be known, they are marked at the Top of 
cvery Page with the Name, Apocrypha ; 
which means, hidden; and, on whatever Ac- 
count it was given to theſe Books, belongs to 
them on this ; that they are to be kept out of 

the 
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the Way, and not produced as Proof, when 
any Point of Doctrine or Duty is in Queflion ; 
whereas the canonical Books are the Canon or 
Rule of Faith and Manners. The former there- 
fore we read in the Congregation, not as De- 
vine, but venerable for their Antiquity, and 
the Spirit of Religion that breathes in them. 
Still ſome Parts we paſs over, as leſs uſeful : 
ſome, for the Errors or Improprieties, which 
they contain: and ſome others, we own, te- 
quire candid Interpretations. But there ſeems 
to be Ground for one ſuch Interpretation, which 
will remove a good many ObjeQions at once: 
that ſome Relations of Things, which perhaps 
are not luer and hiſtoricaliy true, poffibly 
were never intended to be thought ſo; but 
written, like many other juſtly admired Pieces, 
{or admonitory Fables or Parables. That the 
Doctrine of them in the Main is excellent, and 
the Narrations inftruQive, every one mutt 
own. They were qunted with Reſpect in the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; they were read in 
public from very early Ages: it would have 
given great and needleſs Offence at the Refor- 
wation to have left them out intirely : and 
they are never appointed for the Lord's Day : 
by which Means: it may be, there are many 
Perſons in every Pariſh, who ſcarce ever heard 
an Apocryphal Leſſon in their Lives. At 
leaſt the ſecond Leſſons ate always canonical 
Scripture ; of which a great deal more is read, 
beſides the Pſalms, (even in thoſe Churches of 


ours, 
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ours, which have not Week -day Prayers, ) 
than in any one Congregation of the Difſen- 
ters. And therefore they have no Right to 
reproach us on the preſent Head. 


But ſuppoſing we ſhould, any of us, appre- 
hend, that this, or any Thing elſe, in the Ser- 
vice, mentioned or to be mentioned, might have 
been better ordered: yet we ſhould always 
think of the Judgement of others with proper 
Neference, and of our own with Modeſty. 
And ſo long as nothing is required of us, con- 
trary to our Duty, we ſhould remember, that 
our Concern is much more to improve by every 
Thing, than to object againſt any "Thing : by 
which laſt, unleis done very diſcreeily, we may 
hinder, more than a little, our eon Edifica- 
tion, and that of others. 


Let us therefore attend ſeriouſly to the Lei- 
ſons read: but with diſtinguiſhed Reverence 
to thoſe of Scripture. We are adinoniſhed in 
the Beginning of the Office, that one great End, 
for which we aſſemble and meet together, is to 
hear God's moi holy Word. We pray in the 
Conclufion ot it, that the Words, which we have 
heard wvith our outward Ears, may be inward!y 
grafted in our Hearts, Both theſe Places mean, 
not the Sermon principally, but the Leſſons, 
the Pſalms, the Commandments, the Epiſtles, 
the Goſpels. The Diſcourſes indeed, which 
we deliver to you from hence, we truſt, are 

: a grecable 
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agrezable to Gad's Word: and we deſire you 
70 jucl ge Qf them by it, But Heaven for bid, 
thi: you ſhould equal or prefer them to it; 
us vou cettainly appear 19 do, if you hearken 
to our Sayings, and not, to His, Thick, | 
intreat you, then, whether you are © ot faulty 
in this Reſpet ; whether you do nor Often 
let your Thoughts wander, without endea- 
vouring to prevent it ; whether you do not 
ſometimes forget yourſelves, and enter into 
Talk with one another ; while Gods moft boly 
Mord is reading to you. It is true, you can 
read it at Home, But whether you do or not, 
He and your own Conſciences beſt know. 
Or if you do: ſo you can Sermons too. And 
this would be an Excuſe cqually, for not 
attending, or not regarding, either of them. 
But ſtill this is the Place, in which your Lord 
and Maſter hath commanded you to hear both: 
and hath promiſed io be in the Midff of you (4}, 
and bleſs bis Ordinances to you, if you ule them 
us you ought. And what then is your Duty 
in ſuch a Caſe ? 


There are many Things in the Leſſans, per- 
haps, that you do act underſtand; many, which, 
though you do undeiſt and them, yield you very 
litile InflruGion or Benefit, Hat aitend to them 
diligently, weigh them deliverately, think how 

you 


(A) Matt, zviii. 20. 
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you may profit by them, conſul: proper Per- 
ſons, or Books if you can, about them: and, 
by quick Degrees, you will both apprehend 
your Bitte better, und eſteem it more ; and 
reap ſuch Good from it, as probably you never 
imagined, Av leaſt you will have done your 
utmoſt : and God will sedept and reward you, 
{ bzve given you Directions, at large, for the 
profitable Reading of Scriprare, hieb may be 
applied, in a great Meaſure, to Hearing it, and 
muſt not now be repexted. Bur the principle 
Dire&ion is, Retetve the See of the Nerd im 
an honeff and god4 Mart: and you will cer- 
tainly bring forth Fruit, with Patiente, unto 
everlaſſing Life (7). Say within yourfelves ar 
the Beginning, with Samuel, Seal, Lord, ſor thy 
Servant heareth (). Say of the more difficult 
Parts, with David, Open mine Eyes, that I may 
ſee the wondrous Things of thy Law (n). Say 
of thoſe, that try your Faith, with the poor 
Man in the Goſpel, Lord, I believe : belp thou 
mine Unbelief (e). Say of thoſe, that direct 


* your Practice, with the People of Iſrarl, Al 


ibat the Lord bath ſpoken, wve will do [y]. And 
be aſſured of becoming, though not ſkilful in 
curious, which St. Paul tiles fooliſh, and un- 
learned, Queſtions [al- and doubtful Diſputa- 

F | tions (r) Z 
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) Matt. xiii. 2g. Luke viii. 15. (e) Mark ix. 24. 
(m)1 Sam. ti. 10. 
(n)Pf, cxix. 18. 


(p)Exod. xix. 8. 
(9)2 Tim, ü. 23. 
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tions [r] ; yet, what is infinitely better, hum- 
ble and pious, and wiſe unto Salvation (. 


To each Leſſon ſucceeds a Hymn or Pſalm : 
conformabiy to a Decree of the Council of 
Laodicea, 1400 Years ago, that the public 
reading of God's Word ſhould be mixed with 
repeating his Praiſes : à moſt rational Combin- | 
ation, as well as refreſhing Change. F 


The Hymn, called Te Deum, derives that 
Name from the firſt Words of it in the Latin; 
in which Language it was compoſed, about 
the Middle of the fourth Century; and hath 
been uſed by the whole Weſtern Church, at 
leaſt 1200 Years : in that of Rome, only on 
Sundays and Holidays, and not all thoſe ; but 
in ours every Day, as the fingular Excellence 
of it well deſetves. It begins with equal Ma- 
jeſty and Simplicity ; We praiſe thee, O God, 
ewe acknowledge thee to be the Lord. And not 
we alone, but all the Earth doth worſhip thee, 
the Father everlaſting - every Corner of it hay- 
ing retained ſome apprehenſians of = ſupreme 
Ruler ; on which is founded that of St. Pau! 
wo the Athenians, Whom therefpre ye ignorantly. f 
wworſbip, Him declare I unto you [t]. But un- A 
ſpeakably worthicr Honours, than thoſe of 
poor 
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poor Mortals, are inceſſantly paid him in Hea- 
ven by the holy Angels ; mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, and thence here, under the Names of 
Cherubin and Seraphin ; the former denoting 
probably their unwearied Diligence to ſerve 
him, the latter their ardent Love to him: whoſe 
Acclamations therefore we humbly preſume to 
adopt, as we find them recorded in that lofty 
Deſcription of the Prophet, I ſaw the Lord, 
fitting upon the Throne, high and lifted up, and 
his Train filled the Temple. Above it flood the 
Seraphims ; and one cried unto another and ſaid, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hoſts : the 
whole Earth is fall of bis Glory (u). Where 
it muſt be obſerved, that for God of Hoſts in 
the Prophet, is God of Sabbaoth in the Hymn; 
the latter being the Hebrew Word for the for- 
mer: which both the Greek and Latin of the 
Old anc New Teſtament having preſerved, as 
comprehending more than could be well ex- 
prefled by a fingle Term of any other Lan- 
guage; it is preſervedin Engliſh alſo, both bere 
and in two Places of the Epiſtles {w]. And 
it Ggnifies God 40 be the ſovereign Lord, of the 
innumerable Company of Ange. (x) ; of the Hoſt 
ol Heaven, which the Heathen worſhipped, 
the Sun, Moon and Stars ; of the Hollis and 
Armies of all Nations on Earth ; particularly 

F2 the 


ſu) If. vi. 1,2, 4, 
(ww) Rom, it. 29. 
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the Jewifp People, whom he led forth to Bat- | 
tle ; and laſtly of the Chriftien Church: which | 
the old Teſta ment foretold ſhowld be rr, 
« an Army with Banners ; süd the New 
deſeribes, as furnifhed with (Weapons of Harfare, { 
mighty, through God, to the caſling down ſmagin- ( 
etions and every high Thing that exalted itfelf =} 
again / the Knowledge of Hin, and bringing ints t 
Captivity every Thought te the Obedience of \ 
Chriff (g). This therefore the Phraſe, Lord / 
God of Sabbaoth, means: not, as many ima- ! 
gine, (though it be a Trut h, but a very inferior 7 
ont) that Ged is peculiarly Lord of the Sab- 1 


bath la] Day. For the Words ere intirely a 
different in the Original, though tome hat alike b 
in our Manner of writing them. h 
a 
Nor are the Praiſes of God ſung in Heaven . 
by the Angels alone, but by the Spirits alſo of ſ 
juſt Men made perſed []; particularly, as we A 
go on to ſpecity, the Apofiles, Prophets and Mare b 
tyre : with whom the boly Church yet militant N 
augen the World aſpires to join, in cele- « 
brating the Father of an infinite Maj ey bis F 
honourable, true, and only Son, compared with ( 
whom, the higheſt of all created Beings is un- 2 
worthy of that Name ; aſſe the boly Ghoſt, the 
C omfor ter of every pious Soul. Then rerurn- 
ing " 
EE _ 3 | 
(3) Cant. vi. 4, 10. [a] Mark ii. 28. Luke vi. f. B 


(2) 2 Cor, x. 4, 5. I] Heb. xii, 23. | 
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ing to the Captain of our Salvation (ci, ve 
thankfully own, that when be too upon hi m ts 
deliver Man from Sin and its Puniſhment, be 
did not abber, and diſdain, as beneath him, the 
Condeſcenſion of exchanging the Glories of the 
Godhead for the Virgin's Womb ; and when be 


ad overcome the Sharpneſs of Death, for Us, 


by ſuffering it 'himſelf, (which alludes 40 the 
Words, O Death, where is thy Sting (d) ) be 
opened the KingJlom of Heaven 19 all Believers, 
Not that we mean to ſay, it was not open at 
all till then ; whatever ſome antient Fathers 
may have held ce): any more than that Life 
and Immortality were not at all brought to Light 
before the Goſpel(f). But as the Light, which Men 
had antecedently to our Sa viour's Comiag, was 
augmented inexprefſibly by it: ſo the Kingdom 
of Heaven was ſet open vaſtly wider, in Con- 
ſequence of his Softerings, to receive Belizvers, 
not from one People only, and their Neighbours, 
but the whole Globe. To Him therefore, our 
Mediator now, at the right Hand of God, and 
who ſhall=come to be our Fudge, We addreſs our 
Prayers ; that as we magnify bim Day by Day, 
(and let us take Care to make good that a ſſer- 
tion) ſo he would keep us this and every Day 
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(c) Heb. ii. 10. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 55. 

(e) Iran. Tert. Athanaf. Heron. Aug. Anibr. 
Baſil. Greg. Thaum. Cyril Hierol, et. Alex. 
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evithout Sin ; reſtrain us from offending through 
Infirmity, as far as will be really for our inward 
Benefit, but eſpecially from wilful and preſump- 
tuous Tranſgrefſion ; and that his Mercy may 
lighten, that is, light or come, upon ws, as our 
Trufl is in Him. 


Inſtead of the Te Deum another Canticle, or 
Song of Praiſe, much ancienter, and even more 
anciently inſerted into the Offices of theChurch, 
is allowed: to be ſubſtituted : which, from the 
fiſt Word of it in the Latin, bears the Name of 
Benedicite ; and is taken from the Apocrypha 
Part of the Book of Damel, where it is put intot he 
Mouth of thoſe, who are commonly called rhe 
three Children, or young Men, whom Nebuchad- 


 nezzar raft into the fiery Furnace (gg. Ii is now 


very ſeldom uſed, at leaft in parochial Church- 
es: but however conta « noble Acknow- 
ledgement of the Glory of God in his Works 
of Creznion, the Memcrral of which was the 
original Deſign of the S#bbarh Day; and might 


be juſtly preferred to the former, whenever 


there is particular Occaſion to return Thanks 
for the Bleſſings of Nature. An Objection in- 
deed hath been ftarted, that in it we pray to 
the Angels and Spirits of the Righteous, 10 bleſs 
the Lord, And it might as well have been ob- 
jeded, that we pray to the Winds and Fire, the 

234 
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Frofis and Snob, to bleſs him. Plainly al this 
is no more than a Figure of Speech, though a 
very ſublime one: lending us as it were 1 
Tongue even to inanimate Creatures, and 
calling both on thoſe which do not, and thoſe 
which cannot, hear us, to gloriſy our common 


Maker; juſt as is done in the 148th Plalm, of 


which this Canticle is an evident Imitation. 


Atter the ſecond Leſſon, is appointed, either 
the Prophecy of Zacharias in St. Lake, or the 
100th Palm : called for the Reaſon, which I 
mentioned before, Benedictus and | 
The former was uttered on the birth of Jobn 
the Baptiſt: and is a Thankſgiving for the 
Redemption of Mankind, of which He was to 
publiſh the fpeedy Approach. It copies very 
nearly the Stile of the Ji Prophets, who 


_ deſcribed ſpiritual Blefimgs by temporal Ima- 


ges. Thus, meaning to praiſe the Father of 
Mercies (Bh for delivering all Na tions from the 
Dominion of the wicked one, it blefſes the Lord 
God of Iſrael, for ſaving bis People, from their 
Enemies, and the Hand of theſe that hate them,” 
Now this Kind of Language was laid afide 
after our Saviour's Aſcenſion; and therefore. 
the Prophecy before us is not of later Date, 
but genuine. Yer it ſufficiently _— 
to what Sort of Salvation it refers : 

mentioning the Remiſſion of Sins, the 759 


{5} 2 Cor. i. 2. 
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of tight to them that ſat in Darkneſs, and 8 
guiding their Feet into the Way of Peace, 
And fo it may teach us both the Fitneſs, and 
Abe Method, of aſſigning to the Old Teſtament FR 
PrediQtions an Evangelic Interpretation. You 
will be ſure, in repeating it, to remember, that 
the Words, And thou, Child, ſbalt be called the 
Prophet of the ma Higheſt, belong not io our 
Saviour, but the Baptiſt. And you will eaſily 
apprehend, that if in the Dawning, which pre- 
ceded the Sun of Righteouſneſs (i), good Za- 
charias offered up his Thanks with ſuch Tran(- 
port, we, to whom he ſhines out in full 
Splendor, ought to recite it with double gra- 
utude. 


The 100th Pſalm, which, being ſomewhat 
ſhorter, and the Service long, we uſe the more 
frequently, is peculiarly proper after a Leſſon 
from the Goſpel, fince it peculiarly relates to 
the Goſpel Times : as appears from its inviting 
all Lands to he joyful in the Lord, declaring them 
equally God's People, and the Sheep of bis. Paj- 
ture, and calling on them equally ts go intd biz 
Gates, and praiſe him for his Mercy and Truth. 
And may we all accordingly ſo praiſe and ſerve 
him in his Courts here below, that we may for 
ever dwell in his Tabernacle and reft on his holy 
Hill (H above, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
&c. SERMON 
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+ Con. xiv. 35. 
—1 -will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray 
with the Under fanding ali. I will fing with 
theSpivit, and 1 will — the Under fland- 


ing ale. 


HAVE hitherto explained and vindicated 


the daily Service of our Church, as far as 
the Creed: which is placed between the third 
Part of it, the Leſlons ; and the fourth, the 
Petitions ; that we may expreſs that Faith in 
what we have heard, which is the Ground of 
what we are «bout to aſk. For us Faith 
_ by bearing. and hearing by the Word of 
God (e) fo we mult aft in Faith, if we think 
le receize any Thing of the Lord (3). For how 
Joal! eve call upon Him, in whom wwe have net 
believed (c) 7 But as all the Dodtrmes of $c1ip- 
twre, though equally true, are not of equal 
Importance ; tbe micre neceſſary Articles have 
b en, from the Beginning of Chriſtianity, col- 
ſected into ove Body, called in Scripture, the 
Form of ſound Words (4), the Words of Faith 
(er). the Principles 8 Chrift { * 
bat in our common Way of ipcaking at preſent, 
the Creed, from the Latin Word, Credo, which 
fhgnifies, I believe. Now tbe ancient Churches 


1 NSW 5 hal 
fe] Rom. x. 17. | @: a Tin i. 13. 
I James i. 6. 7. /e) ® Tim. iv. 6. 
[e] Rom. 2. 14. U Heb. vi. 3. 
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had many ſuch Creeds : ſome longer, ſome 
ſhorter ; differing on ſeveral Heads in Phraſe, 
but agreeing in Method and Senſe : of which, 
that, called the Apoſtles Creed, is one. And 
it deſerves this Name, not ſo much from any 
Certainty, or great Likellhood, that the Apo- 
ſtles drew it up in theſe very Expreſſions ; 
(though ſome, pretty early, and many ſince. 
have imagined they did) as becauſe it contains 
the chief Apoſtolic DoQrines ; and was uſed 
by a Church, which, before it grew corrupt, 
was juſtly reſpected as the chief Apoſtolic Se: - 
tlement-; I mean, the Roman, | 


As with the Heart Man helieveth unto Righ- 
teouſneſt, ſo with the Mouth Confeſſion is made 


unto Salvation (p) of which Confeſſion, re- 


peating our Creed, though not u neceſſary, 
is a rational and commendable AQ. We do 


not indeed find it to heve made Part of the 


oldeſt public Offices: but ſurely it is full as 
proper for theſe, as for private- Devotions ; 
in which the primitive Chriflians all ſaid it 
daily (5). And as every one's Profeſſiou of 
Belief 


ſeg] Rom, x. 10. 4 

% Sy mbolum quoque (pecialiter debemgs— 
antelucanis Horis quotidie recencere. Ambroſ. 
de Virg. I. 3. p 115, ap. Bivxcn. I. 140. c. 
1 \ 17. uns non quotitie recitat ore, Cre- 
do, &c, Lib. de duplici Martyrio, Cypriane 
lalſo aſcript. in fine, 
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Belief is his own ſeparate AR, ſo the Creed 
is worded for every one ſeparately in the ſingu- 
lar Number: and therefore unleſs we ſay it 
along with the Miniſter, he alone teſtifies His 
Faith +; not We, Ours, Nor ſhould it by, any 
Means be with Negligence and Indifterence, 
that we profeſs our Faith. Far what we be- 
lieve 4s the only juſt Foundation of what we 
do, or hope, or fear. On tis Account we 
ſtand at the repeating of the Creed tc expreſs 
our Steadfaſtneſs in it; and. our Readineſs to 
contend earnefily, in every Proper Method, 
for the Faith, once delivered to the Saints [i]. 


Turning, at the ſame Time towards the Eaſt, . 


as many do, is an ancient Cuſtom ; as indeed, 
in moſt Religions, Men bave dircQted their 
Worſhip ſome particular Way. And this 
Practice being intended only to honour Chrift, 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who hath riſen 
upon us, to enlighten us with that Doctrine of 
Salvation, to which we then declare our Ad- 
herence z it ought not to be condemned, as 
Superſtition : and yet, being neither obligatory 
in uſelf, nor commanded by Authority, the 
Ountlion of it eught nat to be cenſured us Ir- 
reverence or Diſobedience. 


Another Thing, yet more uſual in ſaying 
the Creed, is to bow, when the Name of Jeſus 
is 


8 | 


(i) 1 Jude ver. 3 
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is mentioned. And ſome have thought that 
to be their Daety, whenever it is memiiones, 
ar leaſt in Divine Service: becauſe they hnd 
in their Bibles the Word s, nt ot the Name 
of Feſus every Knee ſhould bow ). But this 
is no ancient Notion : and the Generality ef 
judicious Commentators allow it not to be the 
Meaning of the Place: « more exaQ Tranſla- 
tion of which would be, that in the Name. of 
Feſus every Knee bend bew, that is, every 
one thould pray ; according to that other 
Paſſage of St. Paul, I bow my Knees une the 
Father ef our Lord Fefus Chrift, that be would 
grant you c (1). However, it is « Practice 
of ſome Antiquity ; and whatever 'a few over- 
ſcrupulous People have imagined, ſurely « 
harmleſs one; For no Body means to worſhip 
the Sound; but the Perſen, whom it denotes. 
And though we confeſs, there is ao more Rea - 
ſon to worſhip rhe Son of God, by bowing to 
him, than the Father; nor to worſhip him, 

on hearing the Name, Feſus, than the Nawe, 
Chrift ; yet it is not good to be contentions 
about an innocent Cuffom [m] ; which alſo may 
help Attention, and increaſe Devotion. Be- 
Hides, it is authorized by the 18th Canon of our 
Church, which direQs, that when, in Time of 
Divine Service the Lord Jeſus ſhall be men- 


—— 
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{4] Pil. ii. 10. L x Cor, xi. 16. 
[7]JEpi. iii. 14. 
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tioned, and due lowly reverence ſball be done by 
all Per fons pre ſem, as ir hath been "nceuſlomed. 
Pollibly theſe laſt Words may be defigned to 
ir. timate, that Fear of giving Offence by leay- 
ing off the Cuſtom was a principal Motive to 


the InjunQtion. And if fo, in Proportion as 


that Danger abates, the TojunQion grows 
leſs important. Accordiagly they, who are 
intruſted with the Execution of the Canons, 
have not lately, if ever, inforced it, or laid 
Streſs upon it. And indeed, as the greater 
Part of molt Congregations diſregard it, 
except in the Creed, they ought not to judge 
hardly of thoſe, who omit it then alſo : how- 
ever proper they may think it, for themſelves, 
10 diſtinguiſh that Part of their Belief, which 
peculiarly. belongs to them as Chriſtians, from 


the preceding, by this Geſture. 


Having explained the Apoſties Creed at 


large, in ſeveral LeQures on the Catechiſm, 
I ſhall add nothing more concerning it bere. 
But there will be need to take ſoine Notice of 
another, appointed to be rehearſed in its Stead, 
on the principal Feſtivals, and ſeveral other 
Holydays, and call ed the Creed of St. Arhbana- 
fius : not that he was the Author of it, though 
it was probably made pretty near, if not in bis 
Time, who lived 1400 Years ago ; but be- 
cauſe it expreſſes that Faith in the Trinity, of 
which he was a principal Defender. And as 


the Romani ſſe threw on the Reformers of our 
| | G Church 
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Church all Manner of Calumnies, that they 
could, fo it would have given them a great 
Handle againſt us, had this Creed, which they 


repeat every Sunday, been rejected or altered 
by us. 


Many indeed have argued againft the Uſe of 
it; and ſome, with ſtrange Vehemence: partly 


from the Doctrines, which it teaches ; but chiefly - 


from the Condemnation, which it pronounces 
on all, who diſbelieve them. Now the DoQrines 
are undeniably the ſame with thoſe, that are 
contained in the Articles of our Church, in the 
Beginning of our Litany, in the Concluſions 
of many of our ColleQs, inthe Micene Creed, 
und, as we conceive, in that of the Apoſtles, 
in the Doxology, in the Form of Baptiſm, in 
numerous Paſſages of both Teftaments : only 
here they are ſomewhat more diftinQly ſet 
forth, to prevent Equivacations. Any one, 
who examines into the Matter, will eafily fee 
it to be ſo. Accotdingly our Diſſenting Bre- 
thern, after they had long objeQted to other 
Parts of our Liturgy, conſented readily to ſub- 
ſcribe this Creed : the Articles of which are 
the common. Faith of the Catholic Church, 
or by immediate Conſequence deducible from 
it ; and little or nothing more. There are 
indeed leveral Things in them, beyond our 
Comprehenfion, as to the Manner, but the 
Scipture hath the ſame. There are Expreſſi- 
ons, which may ſeca liable to Exception: 
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but it muſt be for Want of underſtanding them, 

or admitting fair Interpretations of them. The 
Aſſertion, that there is one Father, not three Fu- 
thers, and ſo on, may appear to the Ignorant, 
needleſs and trifling : but was levelled againſt 
Hereſies, then in Being, which took away all 
Diſtinction between the three Perſons. That 
none is before or after other, means, (as the fol- 
lowing Words, but the vobole three Per ſons are 

corternal, prove) that none is ſo in Point of 
Time, not that none is fo in the Order of our 
Conceptions : for the Scripture direQs us to 
corfider the Pather, as firſt. That none i: 
greater er leſs than another, is reconciled io our 
Saviour's Aﬀertion, The Father is greater 
than T (n), by what follows inthe Creed, Fqual 
an routhing his Godbeail, inferior as touching bis 
Manhood. That he is one, altogether, not by 


Confuſion of Subſtance, but by Unity of Perſon, 


means, (tor ſo the next Words explain it.) that 
a each ot Us is one Mar, not at all by blending 
the Soul and Body into one Subſtance, for they 
are till d&:Rin, but aſtogerhey, by a myſte ions 
Union of the two: ſo he is one Chriſt, not at 
all by blending the Divine and Human Nature 
into our Subſtance, but altogether, intirely and 
ſolely, by an Union of Them, yet more myſte- 


The 


r10us than the former is, 
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The Condemoation, contained in two or three be 
Clauſes of this Creed, belongs, (as the moſt Ge 
zealous Defenders of our Faith in the holy ble 
Trinity agree, and as every one, who reads it bo 
conſiderately, will ſoon perceive,) not to all, el 
who cannot underſtand, or cannot approve 
every Expreſſion in it ; but only to ſuch, as x 
deny in general the Trinity in Unity, or three * 
Perſons, who are one God. This. alone is ſaid Ps 
to be the Catholic Faith. The Words, that fol- * 
low after, For Here is one Perſon of the Father, 11 
and fo on, are defigned only to ſet this forth _ 
more particularly. And the Concluſion from 01 
the Whole is, nat that in a Things which ate W 
afureſaid, by the Uſe of every Term above 
mentioned, but in all Things, 48 18s afareſaid, — 
the Unity in Trini is to be worſbiped ; mean- * 
ing, that as at fiſt it was ſaid, that in all Ads bol 
ot Faith we are to believe in each Perſon, ſo one 
here it is added, that in all Ads of Worſhip. tic 
weste to adore each: never conſidering one, to 
even while «ddrefſed diſtind ly, as ſeparated or the 
ſeparable from the other two. Now ibis Tri- bh 
nity in Unity we apprehend to have been, ever rej 
fince it was fully revealed, a fundamental Ar- * 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith. And yet thoſe, who =e 
believe not even ſo much, the Creed no other- tic 
wiſe teaches cannot be ſaved, or ſhall without FN 


Doubt periſh, than as our Saviour teaches con- 
' cerning the whole of the Goſpel : He that be- 
irveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved : 4 — 


* 
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he, that believeth not, ball be damned (o). Our 
Condemnation is no more hard and uncharita- 
ble, than His. And neither is fo ; becauſe 
both are to be interpreted with due Exceprions 
and Abatements. Suppoſe a Collection of 
Chriſtian Duties had been drawn up ; and it 
had been ſaid, in the Beginning or at the End 
of it, This is the Catholic Practice, which ex- 
cept a Man obſerve faithfully, be cannot be 
ſaved ; would not every one underſtand, that 
Allowance muſt be made for ſuch Things, as 
a Man through involuntary Ignorance miſtook, 

or through mere Iafirmity failed in, or was trul 
ſorry for, as far as he knew be had Cauſe ? 
Why then are not the ſame Allowances to be 
underflood, in ſpeaking of Doctrines? For 
when the Creed ſays, that Whoever will be 
/aved, before all Things it is neceſſary that he 
hold the Catholic Faith ; it doth not mean, that 
true Faith is more neceſſary, than right Prac- 
tice : but that naturally it precedes it, and is 
to be firſt learnt in order to it. The Intention 
therefore of the Creed, as well as of our Lord 
in the Goſpel, is only to ſay, that whoever 
rejects the Doctrine of it, from preſu mptuous 
Self-Opinion, or wilful Negligence ; and doth 
not afterwarcs repent of theſe Faults ; par- 
ticularly, if he is made ſenſible of them ; or 
if nor, at leaft in general, amongſt his unknown 
G 3 Sins; 
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Sins ; the Caſe of ſuch a one is deſperate, Bu 
if Want of Information, Weakneſs of Appre- 
henfion, or even excuſaþle Wrongneſs of Dif- 
poſition, ſhould make him doubt or diſbelieve 
any. or the main Part of this Creed ; nay, which 


is vaſlly a worſe Caſe, the whole Revelation 


of Chriſtianity : though we paſs Judgement 
on his Errors without Reſerve ; and, in gene- 
ral, on all who maintaip them ; yet perſonal- 
ly and fingly we preſume not to judge of his 
Condition in the next World. To bis own 


Mafter he fandeth or falleth (p). Much lets 


would we think unfavourably of any one, who 
takes theſe condemning Clauſes in too rigorous 
a Senſe, and therefore only is afraid, from a 
Spirit of Charity and Humility, to join in them: 
Indeed, for the Sake of ſuch, it may feem Pity, 
but either they had been originally omitted; 
(fince though defenſible, they are not neceflary 
to be inſerted in a Profeſſion of Faith ;) or the 
1 tins, with which they are to be under- 
00d, had been ſignified in two or three com- 
prehenfwve Words. ” 


Aſter our Creed, we go on to our Petitions. 
In theſe, the Minifter and People firſt recommend 
each other to our bleſſed Redeemer, in Terms 
of Scripture, which a Council, held near 1200 


Years ago (, affirms to be uſed for this Pur- 
poſe 


e Rom. xiv. 4. 
% Conc. Bracarenſe 1. A. D. 563. Can. xxi, 
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poſe bythe Direction of the Apoſtics, and may 


Bui 
pre- certainly well be uſed ſo withaut it: The Lord 
Diſ- be with you (r ): And with thy S pisit (s:) Then 
lieve we make a direct Application to him, under 
hich the Names of Lord and Chi, repeating it 
ation thrice, as a Mark of our Earneſtneſs, that he 
nent would have Mercy upon us : Words often ad- 
7en2- dreffed to him, when on Earth ; often folemp- 
dna · ly reiterated by the whole ancient Church, and 
his ſpoken by the Latin Church in the original 
0407 Greek of the New Teſtament (7), but much 
lets more prudently tranſla ted byours into Engli/b. 
who 5 
rous This done, as betore we ſub joined the Lord's 
m a Prayer to our Conſeſſion, to obtain the Con- 
bem firma tion of our Pardon; ſo now we prefix 
Pity, it to our Requeſts, as a Summary of our Deſires. 
ed ; And ſurely ſaying it again at ſuch a Diſtance, 
flary and with ſo different a View, cannot be thought 
r the a wain Repetition (u). 
4 Aſter theſe general Prayers, we expreſs to 
God diſtinctly, in ſhort Sentences, the ſeversl 
Heads of the Supplications, which we are abaut 
ions. to offer up more at large, for Pesce, agd 
nend Grace, for the King, the Clergy, and the Peo- 
erms ple. And all theſe Sentences are conceived 
1200 in Words taken from the Pſalms + excepting 
Pur- one, 
poſe 3 


(r) 2 Theff. iii. 16. (7) Matt. xv. 22. Xx. 30 3 1. 
xxi. ( 2 Tim. iv. za. Mat. vi. 7. | 
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one, Give Peace in our Time, O Lord ; which 
hath a Reaſon added to it, by ſome thought 
improper z Becauſe there is none other that 
fighteth for us, but only thou, © God: whereas, 
lay they, we often have othersto fight for us; 
and if we had Him alone, why ſhould we 
deſpond, and immediately pray for Peace, 
upon it 2 But theſe ObjeQors utterly miſtake 
our Meening: which is, tbat whatever Help 
we have belides, we look upon in as nothing, 
without that of the Almighty; whom there- 
fore we beg, in the Words which they unjuſt- 
ly blame, when we are in Peace, to continue 
it, by reſtraining ſuch as would diſturb it ; and 
when we are not, to reſtore it, by turning the 
Hearts, or overthrowing the Attempts, of thoſe 
who have infringed it. 


In Conſequence of theſe Preparations, the 
Petitions themſelves follow: not in one long 
Prayer, but ſeveral ſhort ones ; which Me- 
thod is certainly as lawſul as the other ; and, 
we think more expedient. It reminds us oftener 
of the Attributes of God, and Merits of Chriſt, 
which are the Ground ot our aſting in Faith (a.). 
and by the Frequency of ſaying Amen, it ſtirs 
vp our Attention, and warms our Devotion, 
which are too apt to ianguiſh. Theſe ſhort 
Prayers have the Name of ColleQs : either 

from 
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from their collecting much good Matter, par- 
ticularly out of Scripture, into a ſmall Com- 
paſs ; or from their being originally compoſed 
for the People to uſe, when collected and af- 
fembled together. And the firſt of theſe Col- 
leQs is, That for the Day. Beſides the Lord's 
Day, which is the weekly Memorial of all 
God's Goodneſs to Us, and our Duty to Him, 
we have annual ones, to celebrate, not only 
the principal Parts of the Hifſfory of Chrift, 
but alſo the holy Lives and Deaths of his chief 
Followers, who are mentioned in the New 
Teſtament. For, as the Fighteous are to be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance (x) ; and the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews particularly directed the 
firft Chriſtians to remember them, which had had 
the Rule over them, who had ſpoken unto them 
the Word of God (3): as they did accordingly 
| pay diſtingniſhed Honours to the Memories ot 
8 the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and Martyrs: and 
as the Church of Rome, which had gone much | 
too far in this Matter, would notwithſtanding 
have had a great Advantage againſt us, if we 
bad negleQed it intirely ; we do therefore, on 
the Days, which bear their Names, read Por. 
tions of holy Writ relating to them, return 
Thanks to God for their Labours and Exam- 
ple z and beg, that we may profit ſuitably by | 
them. This then makes a confiderable Pro- 
portion 
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portion of the variable Colledts. The reſt are 
appointed, one for each Sunday and Week in the 
Year. And the Intention, however imperſectly 
executed, muſt have been, that ſometimes 
praying more explicitly for this Grace or Mer- 
cy, ſometimes for that, we may be likelier to 
obtain, through God's Goodneſa, all that are 
needful for us. 


The Ohjection, that our Service is taken 
from the Popiſh, aſſects chiefly the ColleQs. 
But thoſe of ours, which are the ſame with 
theirs, are moſtly derived from Prayer-Books, 
brought over in the Days of that Pope, by 
whoſe Means our Saxon Anceſtors were con- 
verted to Chriſtianity, above 1100 Years ago: 
and they were oid ones then ; much older than 
the main Errors of Popery, However, partly 
at, and partly fince, the Reformation, ſuch of 
the ColleAs in thoſe Books, as wanted and de- 
ſerved it, have been carefully correQed; many, 
that were thought improper, quite removed ; 
and new ones framed in their Stead. But why 
ſhould thoſe be changed, which are both faul:- 
leſs in themſelves, and 1ecommended by vene- 
rable Antiquity ? 


After the Colle& for the Day, come two 
conſtant ones, to be uſed every Day, for Peace 
and Grace : general Words, comprehetding 
between them all Beefſings, temporal and ſpi- 
rival. In the former, which is tranſlated from 

the ls 


{ 

F 
e 

| 
7 
r 
1 
” 
I 
C 
f 
U 
4 
h 
I 
A 
2 
p 
ti 
A 
E. 
m 
fc 
W 
le 
by 


00” Oe oe oo ome erm —— —— * „ „ ad. AMS. * — att 


WW 


. 


Kö 85 


the antient Latin Offices, we beſeech Go d, in 
the Knowledge of whom flandeth our Hope © 

eternal Life hereafter, and whoſe Serwice, in 
Proportion as we improve in it, gives us here 
perfe# Freedom from the Tyranny of Sin, and 
the Stings of an evil Conſcience, would l:kewiſe 
ſo defend us in all Aſſaults of our outward Ene- 
mier, that truſting in Him, we may not fear 
Them. Thus we enibolden ourſelves from the 


Conſideration of his greater Mercies, to hope 


for the lefſer : In Imitation of the Apoſtle's 
Reaſoning, He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
delivered bim up for us, bow ſball he not with 
him alſo freely give us all Things (=) ? The 
latter of theſe ColleAs is not taken from the 
Roman, but principally from the Greek Service, 
as others of our Prayers beſides are: the Com- 
pilers of our Liturgy prudently exiraQting, 
irom both, what was proper to ent ich and add 
Authority to the Work, in which they were 
engaged. And it begs that Protection of God 
more eſpecially for the pteſent Day, which the 
former begs in general : but above all, that 
we may fall into no Sin even undeſignedly, much 
leſs run inte any Kind of Danger of it wilſully, 
but ds always what is righteous in bis Sight. 


After theſe ColleQs, follows, on Sundeyr, 
Wedneſdays, and Fridays, the Litany. But J 
ſhall 


(s) Rom, vin. 32. 
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ſhall ſpeak of that hereafter, God willing z and 
proceed now with the ſtated Service of the 
other Days of the Week; in which, having 
put up the before-mentioned Prayers for our- 
ſelves, we begin ourlnterceſſion for other Per- 
ſons; and firſt for the King, as ſupreme (a) 

in Obedience to the Apoſties Injunctions (6), 
and in Imitation of the primitive. Chriſtians, 
even while they lived under Heathen Empe- 
rors. The Dutics of that Station being very 
important and difficult, and the Hazards of 
erring and ſinning in it many and great, We 
therefore pray Him, who is the only Ruler of 
of the Heart and ConduQt of Princes, and 
. Gebolds the State of all the Dæwellers in their 
Dominions every where on Earth, 10 repleniſh 
our Sovereign, both with the Graces and the 
Gifts, needtul for him : to grant bin lang te live 
in Health and Wealth ; that is, Proſperity ; 


as we pray God, in the Litany, to deliver us 
in all Time of our Tribulation, in all Time of our 


Wealth ; to firengthen him, that he may ower- 
come all bis Enemies, all that wiſh ill to Him or 
his People; and hᷣnally to beſtow on him cer 
laſting Felicity. 


Then, becauſe the Royal Family are the fu- 
ture Hopes of the Public, and in the mean 
while their whole Behaviour is of very great 

Conſequence 


—_— 
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(a) 1 Pet. ii. 13. (6) 1 Tim. ii, 1. 
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Conſequence to it : we apply more diſtindiy 
than the ancient Church did, bur ſurely with. 
Reaſon, to the Fountain of all Goodneſs, who 
therefore is able to fupply the Branches, «s 
well as the Root, for fuch Bleſſings on every 
Branch, eſpecially the principal by Name, as 
their Condition requires. 


After this, we pray for the whole Clergy 
and People of our Land: that he, who alone 
wor keth great Marvels ; who hath in all Ages 
mar vellouſiy protected his Church againſt the 
Devil and wicked Mew; who endued his 
Apoſtles with marvellous and miraculous Gifts 
on the Day of Pentecoff, and by their Means 
many others; who doth and ever will produce 
warrellous Effefts on the Hearts of Belieyers 
by the Miniſtry of his Word and Sacraments, 
and who only can do ſuch Things; would 
ſend down the healthful, that is, the healing, 
ſtrengthening and ſaving, Spirit of bis Grace, on 
all Biſhops and Curates ; Perſons, to whom 
the Cure or Care of Souls is intruſted ; for this 
the Word, Curate ; fignifies throughout the 
Prayer Book, not merely thoſe Miniſters who 
a ſſiſt the proper Incumbem ; and likewiſe on 
all Congregations cemmitted to their Charge. 
And we further beſeech bim not only to beftuw = 

on them at firſt good Diſpoſitĩions ; but (rbat 
they may truly and laſtingly pleaſe bim) pour 
upon them bis gontinual! Bleſing, like a kins!y 
Dees delceaJimg from abure. For neither is be 
N 2 31 that 
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that planteth any Thing, neither be that water- 
eth, but God, that giveth the Increaſe (c). 


Next ro this, ia the Time of War, we ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to the Almighty Governor of all 
Things, whoſe Fuftice in puniſhing us Sinners 
with this Evil we acknowledge, and whoſe Mer- 
cy to deliver us from it, on our true Repentance, 
we hope for, and cannot hope ſor it elſe: 
complaining of the Pride and Malice of our 
Enemies; of which they muſt be guilty, if 
the War on our Side be lawful, otherwiſe 
there would be Peace: and in the genuine 
Spirit of Chriſtianity intreating, that the one 
may be abated, the other aſſuaged ; which is 
praying for them, as well as ourſelves. And 
till they ſuffer their Diſpoſitions to be mended, 
We beg that their Devices and Enterprizes 
may be confounded : which Word, as dread- - 
ful as it ſounds too often in paſſionate common 
Speech, means here no more than, diſappoint- 
ed: and this is the worſt we wiſh, even to 
thoſe who hate us and deſpitefully uſe us (4). 


There is alſo appointed a very fit Prayer ts 
be read during the Seſſion of Parliament, for « 
Blefling on their Conſultations; But bere it may 
be aſked, how the Compilers of it could ven- 
ture to call ig it every one of our Kings, in all 

Tine 
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(c) Cor. iu, 7. {4) Matt. v. 44. 
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Time to come, moſt religious. Now Certainly 
they did not intend to propheſy, that, in the 
common Meaning of the Word, they always 
would be ſo ; nor yet to require, that we 
ſhould call them ſo in a Senſe, that was not 
true. And therefore they muſt citber mean by 
Religious, (what it ſometimes means in the 
Language, from which it is derived,) the Ob- 
jet of moſt awful Regard, facred, « Title 
frequently aſcribed to Kings: or indeed rather, 
mi religious muſt be underſtood in the ſame 
Manner, as the next Word to it Gracious, con- 
tantly is, without the leaſt D.fhculty or Scru- 
ple, both in the Liturgy and out of it; and ns 
the Titles ] Chriftian, and, moſt Catholic are; 
to denote the good Qpalities, Which Princes 
profeſs, and _ſhould have ; and therefore their 
Subjects ate willing and ought to bope they 
have z-and by 1eminding them, endeavour that 
they may have. Accordingly this very Epitbet, 
ml religious, was Conltantly aſcribed to ali 
luccefſive Emperors in St. Chry/offom's and St. 
Fafil's Liturgies, the common ones of the 
Greek Church, as it is to all ſucceſſive Kings in 
ours. The Imention being thus cleared, the 
1.awſulneſs of joining in the Expreſſion is evi- 
dent. In the Prudence of chuſing it originally 
we are leſs concerned. Yet in Defence of that 
we may plead, that this Prayer was compoſed 
and originally uſed in the Reign of « Prince, 
acknowledged io be unfeignedly religions. King 
Charles 
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Charles the firſt fe). And whatever Scruples 
have been raiſed concerning the Propriety o! 
this Part of it in ſome Reigns ſince, happily 
there is no Room for them in the preſent. 


After theſe particular Interceſſions, we add 
a general ode for all Mankind, eſpecially for 
all Chriſtians, and moſ eſpecially for all that 
are in Affliction: to which we ſubjoin as gene- 
ral a Thankſgiving for all God's Mercies to Us 
ard Them; but above all, for That, which 
gives us a Claim to eternal Happineſs. Nei- 
ther of theſe Forms is taken from any other 
Liturgy : both are excellent : and every one, 
who defires it, may, by ſignifying that Deſire, 
have a ſeparate Share in either. This Provi- 
fion is a very uſcfu} and comfortable one: and 
we exhort you, on all fit Oecaſions to take the 
Advantage of it; Only we muſt beg, that they, 
who have received Benefit by being prayed for, 
will not forget to return Thanks ; but conſcien- 
tiouby avoid our Saviour's Reproof: Were 
there not ten cleanſed ? But where are the 


nine (f) Þ 


The general Thankſgiving may perhaps to 
fome appear ſuperfluous, after we have thanked 
and praiſed God in the Uſe of the Pſalms and 

. Hymns. 


e) See Wilkins Conc. Vol. 4. p. ; 
(f) Luke xvii. 17. ren 
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Hymns. But it was inſerted at the Reſtoration, 


les becauſe others complained it was wanting. 
of And indeed it is a more methodical Summary of | 
ply the ſeveral! Mercies of God to Us and to all Men, | 
than we had before : it furniſhes an Opportu- | 
nity of thanking him more expreſsly for the | 
add late Inſtances of his lowing Kindneſs to the 
for Members-of our own Congregation : and be- | 
that ſides; as we cannot be too thankful to God; | 
ene · the Acknowledgements, which we offered up 
o Us in the Beginning of the Service, are very pro- | 
hich perly repeated in the End. For ſurely we | 
Nei- ought 10 aſk nothing of God, without remem- 
her beirng, what we bave received from him : which 
one, naturally excites both our Faith and Refigna- 
ſire, tion; and prepares the Way for that admirable 
_ Colle&, with which we conclude. 
e the k is taken from the Middle of St. Chry/offom's 
they, Liturgy : but much more judiciouſly placed in 
} for, the cloſe of ours. It firſt thankfully confeſſes the 
cyen- great G oodneſs of our bleſſed Redeemer, in diſ- 
Mere poſing our Minds, of themſelves ſo variouſly 
e phe and wrongly inclined, to alt unanimouſly of 
a Him ſuch Things as we ought, and encourag- 
ing our Applications by ſuch explicit Aſſurances i 
ps 10 of hearing us. Then it ſubmits entirely to his ; 
znked Wiſdom, in what Manner, and how far, be 
s and will think it for our Good to grant us any of 
mns. our particular Requeſts ; begging. nothing ab- 3 
ſolutely, but what he hath abſolutely engaged h 


to beſtow on Ou! Prayers and Endeavours ; wiz. 
3 that 
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that practical Knowledge here of his Truth, his 
DoQrines and Prectpts, his Promiſes and 
Threatenings, that hereafter we may attain 


everlaſting Life and Happinets. 


Theſe Things done, it can only remain, that 
on depatting from God's more immediate Pre- 
{-nce in his Church, we intreat for our ſelves 
and one another, (as we do accordingly in the 


Words of Scripture) (g) the continual Prefence 


of the Holy Trinity, wherever we go: that 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, which will ſe- 
cure us the Lowe of God the, Father and ihe Fel- 
I1vſhip, that is, the Communication of the need- 
ful Warnings and Aſſiſta aces of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now what we thus faithfully aft, may we 
fectually obtain, to the Relief of our Neceſſity, 
and the ſetting forth of God's Glory, through 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord Amen. 


— M_—— 


(8/) 2 Cor. xiii. 14 
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1 Cog. xiv. 15. 


i will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray 
with the Under landing alſo : I will fing with 
theSpirit, and I will ing with the Under ft and- 
ing 40%. 

HE Liturgy of our Church has now been 
explained to you, as far as the End of 
the Morning Prayer. The Evening Prayer 
hath nothing differ ent from it; excepting the 
Hymns, that folluw the Leſſons, and the two 
Collects after that for the Day. 


The Hynm after the frſt Leſſon, called 
Magnificat, from the Word, with which it be- 
gins in the Latin; was vufed anciently in the 
Weftern Church; and continues to be uſed by 
the Proteftants abroad. It is the Song of the 
blefſed Virgin, recorded by St. Luke fa), on 
the Confirmation which ſhe received, at EH, 
herh's Houſe, of what the Angel hed told her, 
that ſhe ſhould become the Mother of our Lord, 
by the Opetation of the Holy Ghoft ; and it 
exprefles moſt naturatty the Tranfport, which 
on that Occaſion ſhe muſt fee) ;- but, like 
the Hymn of Zarharias, in Phraſes of the Old 
Teftament, to be interpreted from the New; 
of which Matter I have already ſpoken. 2 


60 i. 46—55. 
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My Soul doth magnify the Lord, doth ac- 
knowledge the infinite Greatneſs of his Power 
and Mercy : for he hath regarded the Lowlineſs 
ef his Hand-maiden ; that is, the low Late; 
tor ſ5 the Original ſignifies, and ſo it is expreſſed 
in our Bibles ; not the Humility of Mind, 
which the holy Virgin was too humble to aſ- 
cribe to herſelf. From henceforth all Generati- 
ous ſhall call me bleſſed : as We do accordingly, 
both by repeating this Hymn, and in our com- 
mon Speech. For he, that is mighty, bath mag- 
nified me, hath raiſed me to great Honour : 
and holy is his Name ; his Truth, his Juſtice, 
his Mercy, his Concern for the Goodneſs as 
well as Happineſs of his Cieatures, are glori- 
ouſly ma niſeſted in this wonderful Diſpenſation, 
He hau fhewed in Times paſt, and will as cer- 
thinly now. as if it were done already, Strength 
with his Arm, (upernatural Deeds performed 
by his Power, for the Erection of the Kingdom 
of his Son: and hath often, and will again, 
ſcatter and defeat the proud Oppofers of it, by 
Means of thoſe very /maginations of their Hearts, 
in which they cxult. The mighty amongſt the 
Jews and Heathen hall be put down from their 
Seat, and bumble and meek Chriſtians exalted in 
their Stead.. They, that hunger and thir ft after 
Righteouſneſs (h), ſhall be filled with Spiritual 
good Things ; and the Rich, that rely on the 


vain 
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vain and falſe Treaſures of their own Wiſdom 
and Merit, he will convie of being poor and 
blind and naked (c), and ſo ſend them empty 
away, He hath holpen bis Servant Iſrael, all 
that by obeying bim become his People, as be 
promiſed te our Forefathers, Abrabam the Fa- 
ther of the Faithful, and bis true Seed ; thus 
remembering bis covenanted Mercy, which ſhall 
lad for ever. This is the T riumpb of the holy 
Virgin: and every Part of it ſhould be our 
own likewiſe, For God hath regarded our low 
Eftate, together with Her's, and magnified us, 
and made us bleſſed. And we ſhould magnify 
and bleſs him contiavally for it. | 


Inſtead of this Hymn, our Prayer Book tells 
us, may be uſed, and in ſome Places it fre- 
quently is, the 98th Pſalm : in which we ex- 
hort one another to fing wnto the Lord a new 
Jong: Words, denoting, in the Book of Rewe- 
lation (d), Goſpel Praiſes : and we foretell that 
all Lands ſhall join in it, with Trumpets and 
Shawns, another Infirument of Wind- Mubc, 
which in our Bible is called a Cornet : whence 
we may conclude, if it needed Proof, that muſi- 
cal Inftruments. are lawtul in Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip. This futute Time of univerſal Thank(- 
giving is defcribed to be, when God ſhall 
remember, that is, ſhall give Evidence that he 

hath 
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hath never forgot his Mercy and Truth towards 
the Houſe of Iſrael, according to the Fleſh ; 
and not only they, but el! the End of the 
World fhall fee his Salvation. No Wonder, 
that even the irrational and inanimate Parts 
of Nature are called upon by « lofty Figure 
of Speech, to celebrate that glorious Day : 
the Sea to make a Noiſe, and all that therein is; 
the Floods to clap their Hands and the Hills tobe 
feyfu together before Lord: partly for the pre- 
ſent Happineſs of that Feriod, in which poſſibly 
the loweſt of God's Works may ſhare 5 but 
chiefly for the Approach of tbe next and con- 
cluding Scene of Providence, when he ſhail 
come finally, with Righteouſneſs to judge the 
World, and the People with Equity. 


Aſter the ſecond Leffon, is appointed ano- 
ther Hymn, uſed by the ancient Church, in 
their private Devotions at leaft ; and by the pre- 
ſent Greek and foreign Reformed, as well as 
ours and the Romwiſh, in their public ones ; and 
called from the Latin Beginning of it, Nunc 
aimittis. It expreſſes the Gratuude of good 
old Simeon, 2 juſt Man and devout, as we read 
in St. Luke (e), and waiting for the Conſolation 
of Iſrael ; to» whom it was revealed, that bs 
ſhould not die, till he had ſeen the Lord's Cbriſ. 
Accordingly he came by the Spirit into the Tem- 
ple : and toben the Parents brought in the Child 

Jeſus, 
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A Jeſus, be took bim up in bis Arms (image to 
; yourſelves the Scene, I beg you) and Glefſed 
p God, and ſaid : Lord, new letteſt tbou thy Servant | 
depart in Peace, that is, in Comfort ; according | 
; to thy Word ; for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Sal- 
c vation, which thou ha prepared to ſet before 
: the Face of all People. And the following Sen- 
; tence bath. a ſtrong Appearance of being de- | 
- ſigned by the holy Ghoſt to intimate, (whether | 
. the Speaker of it perceived the Deſign at not-) " 
that, contrary to the expedted and natural 


Order of Things, Chriſt ſhould firſt be @ Light 
to lighten the Gentiles ; then «fterwards, the 
| Glory of God's People Iſrael. To perceive the 
Firneſs of Simeon's Thankſgiving tor our Uſe, 
it needs only be remembered, and ever ſhould 
in repealing it, that we alſo bad ſeenthe Lord's 
Salvation, For though we have not yet be- 
held our Saviour with our bodily Eyes ; to 
that of Faith be is exhibited continually in the 

- Goſpel Hiſtory and Sacramems ; we may 
meet him in his Church, we may converſe with 
bim in our private Meditations, And this we | 
ſhould <bink Happineſs enough for us here, 
whatever elſe we want or ſuffer ; and be 
always prepared, and always willing, 10 b/e/s 
Cod. and t in Peace. : 
For this Hy:nn we are allowed to uſe, and 
ſametimes do, the 67th Pſahm: which is a pro- 
phetic Prayer, that, throvgh the Light of God's 
Countenace, his gracious Illumination, the Way 
of his Providence and Man's Duty to him may 
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be known on Earth, his {; Health, the 
Means by which he heals and faves Mens 
Souls, to all Nations : who are invited to refoice 
and be glad, becanſe be fball Judge the Folk 
righteoufly ; ſhall govern and reward the Peo- 


ple of the World, (for ſo the Word, Folk fig- 
nifies, and was not a low Exprefhon former- - 


y by the equitable and merciful Rules of Chriſ- 
ianity. For then, on our doing this, the Earth ſpall 
bring forth her Increaſe more plentifully; and God 
even our own God, thall give us his Bleſſing, tem- 
poral and ſpiritual :; for Gedlineſs hath Promiſe of 
the Life that now is and that which is to come (. 


The former of the two Colletts, peculiar to 
Evening Prayers, is taken from a Latin Form, 
at leaſt 1100 Years old, It begs for the great- 
eſt of Bleſſings here below, that joyful Peace of 
Mind, which eur Saviour promiſed his Diſciples: 
Peace I leave with you : wy Peace I give unto 
you, not as the World giveth give 1 unto you(g). 
And fince it cannot be obtamed, but by 0 
Defires, geod and prudent Coun/els for the Ex- 
ecution of them, and juft Actions, done in Con- 
ſequence of both; ſo we petition Him, from 
hom all theſe proceed, to gran! it us by Means 
of them ; that our Hearts being ſet by his Grace 
to keep bis Commandments, and our Ways deſend- 
ed by his Providence from the fear of aur Ene- 

mies, 


— 


— 


(#) 1 Tim. iv. 8. (S) John xiv. 27. 
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mies, we may find the Work of Righteouſneſe ; 
Peace ; andits Effet, Duietneſs and Aſſurance 
for ever (þ). 


The latter ColleQ, taken in Part from en 
Office of the Greek Church, prays more parti- 
cularly for the Safety of the enſuing Night: 
that God's Favour may ſhine upon us, and 
Lighten our Darkneſs ; that is, protect us, while 
we are unable to belp ourſelves, or even to 
know our Danger. The ſame Phraſe is twice 
uſed in the Book of Pſalms, Unto the Coaly 
there ariſetb up Light in Darkneſs (i). And 
again, The Lord ſball male my Darkneſs to be 
Light (J). 


Next to the Morning and Eveniog Service in 
vur Prayer-Book ſtands the Litany, or more 
earneſt Supplicatior for averting God's Judg- 
ments, and procuring his Mercy. This Eat 
neſtneſs, it was thought, would be beſt excited 
and expreſſed by the People's interpoling fre- 
quently to repeat with their own Mouths the 
ſolemn Form of beſeeching God to deliver, ond 
to hear them, in which however the Miniſter 
is underftood to join equally ; as the Congre- 
zation are in every Particular ſpecihed by him. 
Such Litanies have been uſed in the Church at 

I leaſt 


—— 


þ ) If. xxxii. 17. fi) PC. cxii, 4. 
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leaſt 1400 Years. - And they were appointed 
firſt for Me l ne ſdays and Fridays, theſe being 
appropriated to Penitence and Humiliation, 
and for other Fafts ; but not long after for 
Sum days alſo ; there being then the largeſt Con- 
gregation, and moſt folemn Worſhip ; and our 
Litany is further directed to be uſed at ſuch 
Other Times, as the Ordinary ſhell think pro- 
per. Originally ic was intended for a diſtinct 
Service, to come after the Morning Prayer, as 
the Rubric of our Liturgy ſtill direQs, and be- 
fore the Ofhce for the Communion, at a proper 
Diſtance of Time from each : of which Cuſtom 
a few Churches preſerve ſtill, or did lately, 
ſome Remains But in the reſt, Convenience 
or Inclination bath prevailed to join them all 
three together ; excepting that in ſome Places 
there is a Pialm or Anthem between the fiſt and 
ſecond; and between the ſecond and third almoſt 
ever7 where: beſides that the latter Part of the 
Morning Prayer is, moſt of it, ordered to be 
omitte.l, when the Litany is ſaid with it. But 
fill by this cloſe Conj unction ſeveral Things 
may appear improper Repetitions ; which, if 

the Offices were ſeperate, would not. How- 

ever, as it is, they, wha uſe extempore Prayers 
in public, have ſmell Right to reproach us on 
this Head. For doth it not frequently happen, 
that, during one Aſſembly of theirs, different 
Miniſters praying ſucceſſively, or the ſame Mi- 
aiſter in ſevcral Prayers, or perhaps im one only, 
ſhall fall into as many Repetitions, as are in 
the 
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the different Parts of our Liturgy, or more ? 
But be that as it will, to theſe laſt, all Perſons 
would ezfily be reconciled, if an interval were 
placed, in their Minds at leaſt, between the 
Services ; and they would conſider each, when 
it begins, as a new and independent one, juli 
as if it were a freſh Time of meeting together. 


The Litany of our Church is not quite the 
ſame with any other: but differs very little 
from thoſe of the Lutherans in Germany and 
Denmark, It is larger than the Greek ; but 
ſhorter than the Roman, which is balf filled up 
with the Names of Saints invoked : wherees 


we invoke, firſt the three Peiſons of the holy 


Trinity, ſeperately and jointly ; then in a more 
particular Manner our Redeemer and Mediator, 
to whom all Power is given in Heaven and 
Earth (1). 


Him we pray, that he would not remember 
our O fences, nor the O fſfences of our Forefathers : 
which be may not only with Juſtice permit to 
intercept from us (as they naturally often will) 
the Bleſſings, that we might elſe have inherited ; 
but, if we have imitated wicked Anceſtors, in- 
fiend of taking Warning by them, he may with 
equal Juſtice puniſh us more ſeverely, not indeed 
than we deſerve, but than he would have done 

| 12 otherwiſe, 
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otherwiſe, to prevent the Contagion from grow- 
ing general and inveterate. Accordin ly the 
ſecond Commandment threatens to wifi? the In- 
iquities of the Fathers upon the Children: and the 
Plalmiſt, according to the Marginal, and per- 
haps rigbter Trarſlation, prays as we do: 0 
remember not againſi us the Iniquity of them, that 
were before us (m). 


The Words, and be not angry with us ſor ever, 
beg, that the Corrections, which he doth ſee fit 
to it flid on us, (tor ſurely we all feel ſome) he 
would in Mercy ſhorten. It is common Lan- 
guage to ſpeak of Affliddions. that laſt any Time, 
as it they were endleſs. And the Expoſtulati- 
an of David in the juſt quoted Pſalm, How long, 
O Lord wilt thou be angry for ever (n) ? 
fully vindicates this Petition, which was doubt- 
'e's taken from thence. 
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Having aſter this, beſought our biefled Lord 
io deliver us from ail Evil and Miſchief in ge- 
neral, that is, from every I bing bad and hurt- 
tul to us: we deſervedly rank Sin the foremoſt 
of ſuch Things ; and pray, fiſt againſt the ori- 
gina! Cauſe of human Wickedaeſs, the ſecret 
Crafte and open Aſaults of the Devil, and its 
Greadiul Conlequences, God's Wrath and cher. 
laing Damnation; then againſt the principal 

Trar.ſgreſſions 
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(m) Pſalm Ixxix. 6. (n) Ver. 5. 


—— — —— — 


SER MON v. 101 


Ow - Tranſgreſſions of his Laws by Name, ſubjoin- 
the ing, and all other deadly Sin. By this we mean 
In- not to deny, that the juſt ¶ ages of every Sin is 
the Death (e . (though there are, as we learn from 
er- St. Jobn (y), Sins not unto Death, that is com- 
0 paratively) but only to pray againſt the pecu- 
bat liarly deadly with peculiar Earneſtneſs, But 


full, that we may leave out none, we petition 
laſtly to be delivered from all the Deceits of the 


= World, the Fleſb, and the Devil: every lniquity 
ha of every Kind and Degree. 

an- Then ve proceed to deprecate the preſent 
ne, Sufferings, that our Sins have merited : and in- 
ti- treat our merciful Redeemer 20 preſerve us, 
8, both from ſuch, as God's immediate Hand in- 
7 flicts Lightenimg and Tenge, Plague properly 
t- ſo called, Meftilence, or epidemic Diſes ſes of any 


Sort, Famine and Sudden Death ; and from ſuch 
alſo, as Men's unt eaſonable Paſſions produce ; 


rd whether they be temporal, as Battie and Rſur - 
ÞÞ der; or ſpiritua', a« fa'ſe Doctrine, with its Fruits 
Te Hereſy and Schiſm ; and what begets them all. 
oft Hardneſs of Heart in regard to God's Com- 
FI mands, and Contempt of bis Word, which con- 
et tempt was n-ver to widely ſpread and infeQi- 
P ous, as at preſent. 


We have indeed been blamed, for praying 


al 
fs a gaioft ſudden Death. But the whole Chriſtian 
I 3 Church 


9 


(e) Rom. vi. 23. in John v. 16, 17. 
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Church hath done it from antient Time : and 
Nature and Reaſon, as well as Religion, ditect 
us to do it, Some, we own, (and we wiſh they 
were many,) may be always prepared tho- 
roughly, in all reſpeAQs, to die at any Time. 
Yet even theſe may have Cauſe ro wiſh for 
warning of their Death on Account of other 
Perſons. "Their Example under the Approach 
of it will uſea!ly be very inſtruQive ; and their 
dying Advice more than ordinarily beneficial to 
their Friends, Dependents and Relations : 
whom alſo their being taken away at once may 
ſhock, to a Degree, for which they would be 
extremely ſorry, whatever they might other- 
wiſe chuſe for themſelves. But, even on their 
own Account, Chriftian Humility would ſurely 
deſire a little Space for completer Preparation. 
And they, who profeſs to wiſh the contrary, 
ate they ſo very certain, as this implies, that 
every Part, both of their worldly Affairs and 
their eternal Concerns, is in the beſt Condition, 
to which it can be brought ? Or may not pok- 
ſibly this appearing Readineſs to die at any Time 
ariſe, either from a ſecret Dread to think of dy- 
ing at all, or a ſecret Unbelief, more or lefs, of 
what will follow after D-ath ? But whatever 
a few may imagine beſt for themſelves, juſtly 
or unjuſtly, ſime previous Notice is undenia- 
bly beſt for the Generality : and common Pray- 
ers muft be adapted to common Cafes ; always 
ſubmitting it 10 God, to make Exceptions, 
where he ſhal! tlünk proper. 

| Heviag 


” ww Ie p — —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— —— * —— 


6 In @: W----VY, 103 


Having thus exprefled, from what Things we 
deſire io be delivered, we earneſtly intreat our 
good and Gracious Lord to ſhew his Mercy to 
us, by the Myſtery of his boly Incarnation, and 
ſo on: that is by the Means and for the Sake 
ot all that he hath done and ſuffered for us. 
The ſame Manner of Expreſſion is uſed, not 
only in common Speech on other Occaſions, 
and in the Liturgies of the ancient Church on 
this, but in the Sctipture itfelt, where St. Pau/ 
beſeeches Chriſtians by the Mercies of God (%, 
by the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chrift (r), 
by his Coming and their Gathering together te 
bim (s) ; and Daniel intercedes with God thus, 
According to all thy Righteouſneſs, let thine Anger 
be turned away : defer mt for thine own Sake, 


O my God (t). 


As we have Need of Protection and Deh- 
verance continually, ſo we proceed o beg for 
it, not only in all Time of our Tribulation, or 
Adverfity ; but in all Time of cur Wealth, or 
Proſperity : for when we ſeem in the moſt flou- 
riſhing State, we are often in the moſt Danger 
of Evil ; and of Sin, the worſt Evil. But as 
the Flour of Death is a Seaſon of peculiar Trial 
and Terror; and the Day of Judgment will de- 
termine our Lot for ever: we therefore intreat 

his 


_— 


(g) Rom. xii. 1. (s) 2 Theſſ. ii. 1. 
(+) 2 Cor. x. 1. („) Dan. ix. 16, 19. 
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his more eſpecial Grace und Fayour at both. 
The former indeed fixes our Condition at the 
latter. But ſtül, as the beſt Life and Death 
obtain acquittal and Reward, only through the 
pardoning Goodneſs of our Judge ; we have 
great Cauſe to pray for ourielves, as St. Paul 
did for Onefiphorus, that we may find Mercy of 
the Lord in that Day (v). 


Having, thus repreſented our own Neceſſi- 
ties, we now enlarge the Subject of our Devo- 
tions ; and make Supplications, as the Apoſtle 
exhort: for all Men (w) : acknowledging that 
we are Sinners, and therefore unworthy, yet 
ſenſible that we are bound by his Commands, 
and encouraged by his Promiſes, io offer up ſuch 
Requeſts. And, here, aſter praying in general 
for the Catholic Church, we pray in particular 
for the Head und principal Members, both 
Spiritual and Temporai, of that Part of it, to 
which we belong, and for the whole of God' $ 
People of this Land . then we extend our Views 
further yet ; and apply for Bleſſings, religious 
and civil, to all other Nations in common with 
our Own ; and to all Sorts of Perſons amoagſt 
Them and ourſelves, acearding to ib jr teſpec- 
tive Diltrefſes and Wants, of Soul, Body, or 
outward Circumſtances : agd laſtly conclude 
our Interceſſions with imploring God's Mercy. 

upon 
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b. upon all Men, whatever their Country, their 

1e | Religion, their Sins may be; but eſpecially on 

th our Enemies, Per ſecutors and Slanderers, whom 
ae we beg he would forgive, and in order to it, 

e turn their Hearts to a righter Diſpofition. 

4 Againſt ſome of our Requeſts for others, Ob- 
jections have been made. One is, that in be- 
ſeeching God to ſuccour, Beq, and comfort all 

6 that are in Dange-, we beſeech him to aſſiſt 

5 Ma leſactors in eſcaping Juſtice. But doth not 

le every one underſtand it of ſuch Help and Com- 


at | fort, as their Caſe admits, confilemily with 
et common Good ? Another is, that in pray- 
85 ing him to preſerve all that travel by Land 
h or by Water, we pray for the Preſeryation of 


al Robbers and Pirates. But ſurely our Inten- 
ar tion is very plain: to beg, that Travellers 
h on their lawſul Occaſions may be ſecured from 
0 Robbers and Pirates, amongſt other Accidents ; 
's and if we add in our Minds a further Requeſt, 
8 | that tbeſe Wretches allo may be preſerved, 
is that is, from attempting any more Injuftice 
h and Violence, do we not ad a very Chriflian 
l Part? The ſame Cavil hath been raiſed 
” againſt our praying for God's Fity t9 all Pri- 
o foners and Mercy upan all Men : Words, which 
Je notoriouſly mean ſuch Pity and Mercy, as be 
"= ſhall judge not to be unft. And Writers and 
© Speakers never ſcrupie to omit Limitations, 
— which every Reader or Hearer, who is not 


perverſe, will of Courſe ſupply. 
| Aſter 
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After going through theſe Petitions, we 
endeavour io excite our Deſires of a gracious 
Anſwer, to as much Fervency as we can, 
by ſhort, but affectionate Sentences, uttered 
alternately, in a Sort of pious Emulation, 
between the Miniſter and People; and hum- 
bly importuning aur Redeemer, as the eternal 
Fon and (potleſs Lawh of Gad, the Lord's 
Chrift, and the Lord of Chriſtians, that he would 
grant us his promiſed Peace, which includes all 
Bleflings, and hade Mercy upon us, in beſtowing 
what we have aſked. For this Purpoſe, it is ac- 
knowledged, we repeat ſeveral Times the ſame 
Words, with very ſmall Variations. But ſuch 
Repetitions, far from wain (x), are moſt ex» 
2 ones : the natural, the almoſt conſtant 

anguage of Earneſtneis. Hence our Saviour, 
in his Agony, reiterated the ſame words 
thrice(y): and David, in a Tranſport of Thankf- 
giving, even to the ſix and twentieth Time, as 
you may ſee in the 136th Pſalm. And theſe 
very Repeiitions, which we uſe, are warranted 
by the ancient Offices of the Chriſtian Church. 


Having thus enlivened our Devotion, we 
proceed to offer up, what deſerves the moſt 
lively b Forts of it, that perſect Summary of ali 
our Petitions, the Lord's Prayer: which though 
it occur ſeveral Times in the ſeveral. Services 


of 
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of the Morning, occurs but once in this; and 
cannot eaſily be recited too often, provided i 
be with Attention and Affection. 


Hitherto rhe Litany bath dwelt on no ſing 
of Prayer long; but comprebended 
ſurprigitty Variety of the moſt needful Atrici/ 
in a very narfow Compaſs. The remainder 1 
of a diffetent Nature. It conſiders our State 
here, very juſtly, «s furaiſhing perpetual 
Ground of fad RefteQion to every thougbt fu! 
Mind ; and applies itfelf wholly to expreſs ro 
our heavenly Father the Sentiments required in 
ſuch a Condition. The ſeemingly happieſt 
Perſons in the World are very inconfiderate, if 
they do not diſcern a great deal to mourn over, 
in others and themſelves. Yet at the ſame 
Time, the moſt afflicted are to blame, if they 
fink under, either what they ſee or feel. But 
the common Duty of both is, i every Thing, 
by Prayer and Suppticafitn, with Thankſgiving, 
to make their requeſts knoton unto God (). And 
therefore this Part of the Litany, though firlt 
introduced on Occaſion of extraordinary Diſ- 
treſſes, lying heavy on Chriſtendom 11 or 200 
Years ago, will be too ſealonable in every Age, 
till one of truer Piety and more Tranquility 
ſhall come, than hath yet been known, or 1s 


ikel ke Piace. 
likely ſoon te take Pia _ 
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As the Tranſgreſſions, by which we offend 
God, are the Canto of our Sufferiogs, thels, 


vith us after aur Sins, neither reward \ 
ur Iniquities (a). Next to this follows, as is 


repeated in the Sequel, an Exhortazion, Let ws 


| pray: which may appear ſomewhat ſtrange, 


7% 
* 


conſidering that Prayers immediately precede 
in both Places. But they are hort Ejacula- 
tions, not continued Forms, like thoſe which 
follow. And befides, this redoubled Admoni- 
bar ts towards the Copgotng, of the Office, 


bly pore growing an gui n 8 in 


© how important a Wark they are” engaged, 


* 


 Somethin was of this Kind, even in the 


there 
© Heathen: 8 But ia the old Litargics of 
3 . . Let us prey car- 


1 the. arciediog Prayer, which is of an- 
cient Uſe in the Weſtern Church, deſerves our 
ut moll Earneftreſs. 1 of Him. who, as 
the Pſalm 1ſures us, not deſpiſe « broten 
and a contrite Heart, {which Phraſe. I have al- 
ready explainc duo you) that in all our Troubles 
be will wy . us 40 make our TI” 3 
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As the Tranſgreſſions, by which we offend 
God, are the Cauſe of our _— theſe 


| a pe ih 
* eripru Words. We, on 


ling ie ſelves beſore him, he wou ldfap! deal 

vic h us after our Sins, neither reward us after 

ir Iniquities (a). Next to this follows, as is 
repeated in the Sequel, an Exhortation, Let us 
pray which may appear ſomewhat ſtrange, 
conſidering that Prayers immediately precede 
in both Places. But they are ſhort Ejacula- 
tions, not continued Forms, like thoſe which 
follow. And beſides, this redoubled Admoni- 
tion, towards the Conclußon of the Office, 
will yery uſeſully remind thaſe, who may poſ- 
fibly be growing lapguid ud inatremtive, in 
" how important a Work they are engaged, 
2 wus of this Kind, even in the 
Heathen Devotions. But ia the old Liturgies of 
Chriſtian Greece, Let us pr, Let us pray car- 
nefily, Let ws p more"earneſtly, often returas. 


And the. ſucceeding Prayer, which is of an- 
cient Ule in the Weſtern 9 deſerves out 
utmoſi Earneſtneſs. It begs of Him. who, as 
the Pſalmiſt 1ſures us, vill not deſpiſe « rakes 
and a contrite Heart, {which Phraſe I have al- 
ready explainc d to you) that in ell our Troubles 


he will both ai ws to make our Prayers before 
him 
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